All Individuals Matter
ADMISSIONS POLICY
Children are able to begin full time education in the Reception class at the beginning of the
academic year in which their fifth birthday occurs. This is provided that the request for the
child’s admittance has been previously made to the Head Teacher and that a place is available
in the Reception class.
The admission limit set by the County Council is currently 30. In the event of over
subscription, the admission criteria set out in the booklet entitled ‘Going to School in
Lincolnshire’ will be applied.
Children who are four years old may be admitted to part time education at Winchelsea. This
will be in our Nursery and will be for five sessions per week, each lasting two and a half hours.
Children in the Nursery will be taught by a qualified teacher with assistance from
experienced learning support staff. They will have full access to our excellent Early Years
provision and curriculum. We make every effort to prepare your child for school. The
Reception and Nursery class teachers can make home visits in the summer term to discuss
your child’s entry to our school.

All Individuals Matter

EARLY YEARS
Here at Winchelsea, we are pleased to be able to offer
a dedicated Early Years Unit that is fully equipped to
follow the Early Years Curriculum. We recognise that
this stage is critical in children’s development and that
children develop rapidly during this time. The Early
Years (Nursery and Reception) curriculum is delivered
through cross-curricular themes, often using an
integrated day. Therefore, if you visit the Early Years
class, you might well see three or four different
activities taking place. For example, some children may be reading or working on creative or
descriptive writing, others perhaps involved in a science
task, some involved in using constructional apparatus, two
or three might be using the computer, some
experimenting with different everyday materials, and still
others painting or model making.
The core principal of the Early Years classroom is learning
through play. Well planned play is a key way in which the
children
learn
with
enjoyment
and challenge during the foundation stage, without
necessarily realising they are doing so! The children
also acquire key skills such as speaking, listening and
co-operating with others. Within our unit, high quality
activities are planned, which take into account the
children’s needs and previous experiences, ensuring
they are able
to progress to
the best of their ability. During this time the parents
play a vital role and strong partnership between home
and school will allow each child to settle happily, with
increasing confidence, and have a positive impact in the
child’s development.

