
 

 

 

 

 

        

 
All Individuals Matter             

February Newsletter.  
 
I am starting my newsletter this month with some 

information for parents due to my growing concerns about 

children’s safety when using devices that access forms of 
social media or games-based activities, often using their 

mobile phones. This type of communication for young 
people is increasing at an alarming rate and often parents 

are not aware of what their children are accessing or how 
to manage it. School has incorporated this into our 

curriculum and last month I organised a workshop for the 

Year 6 children in school to highlight e-safety issues, but 
we have recently been aware of some issues outside of 

school which have involved children’s use of WhatsApp. In 
dealing with these matters I thought it would be useful to 

remind parents of the legal age limits that should be in 

place and that no primary age pupils should be using this 
forum. Obviously this is under the jurisdiction of parents, 

but I have included a screenshot of some useful 
information which I have downloaded from the national 

online safety website. This website is fantastic and has 

guidance on many other areas of e-safety that parents 
may find useful.  School will always support families and 

parents when issues arise through social media and 
gaming apps but would remind parents that this is not 

school’s responsibility and would ask for you to make this 
a priority at home and monitor computer and mobile 

device use for your children.  
 

Congratulations!!! 

If you follow me on Twitter you will have seen the 
letter that we received from our MP, Dr Caroline 

Johnson, congratulating us for the excellent work 
we do with our children and highlighting the great 

results our pupils achieve in their KS2 SATs before 

they leave us and move on to secondary schools. I am extremely proud of all the Winchelsea team – staff, 
parents, pupils and governors and delighted to receive this recognition from the House of Commons!  

 
Drumming lessons 

Your child may have told you about my plans for drumming lessons in school??!! 

We were visited by Tommy Wiles in assembly who brought his drum kit and 
excited the children with his playing. He also got some of the children joining in and 

showcased three of our pupils who are having lessons privately with him already. I 
am investing in a drum kit for school and am hoping that some of the children in 

school will learn so Tommy is offering lessons in school on a Thursday morning. 
These are being offered at an extremely reasonable price and he has provided a 

leaflet with this newsletter with more details. If you would like your child to take 

advantage of this fantastic opportunity, please come into school and let me 
know. Lessons are planned to start after half term.  

 
School closures 

So far, we have been lucky with the weather conditions and despite the cold weather we have not been greatly affected. 

However, occasionally heavy overnight snow or other conditions may prevent staff or children from reaching school. In these 
circumstances a closure message will be broadcast on Lincs FM 102.2 and displayed on their website, provided that 

telephone communication is possible. Sometimes there is so much demand that lines are blocked and the website crashes! 
In addition a notice will be placed on the school gates advising parents that the school is closed. Closure is also sometimes 

necessary if boilers malfunction or burst pipes occur and then the school is required to close on health and safety grounds. 
Please be aware that school closure is only taken in exceptional circumstances and wherever possible we will maintain 

working circumstances for staff, children and parents. 
 

 



 

 

Road safety 
The Road Safety Partnership work with schools to support the safety of pupils travelling to and from school and they have 

provided the following recommendations for parents: 

 Increase your chance of being seen by others when walking, scooting or cycling by choosing lit areas. 

 Always wear something bright, light-coloured or fluorescent during the winter such as clothing, a bag or an 
accessory. Reflective clothing or gear worn after dark will help drivers to see you.  

 Remove hoods or large hats when crossing the road, as they can block your vision.  

 Find a suitable place to cross the road where you can view the traffic, and drivers can see you too. If a pedestrian 

crossing is not available, find a safe place, away from parked cars or bends and where possible cross under a 
streetlight when it's dark.  

 Always STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and THINK when crossing the road.  
 

Suitable clothing 
As the weather at this time of year can be unpredictable, children need to come to school suitably dressed. There are lots of 

children who do not have warm coats which are needed for playtimes and lunchtime breaks when children can become cold. 
Gloves, scarves and hats can also be worn. However, sweatshirts and hoodies that are not part of school uniform should not 

be worn as a substitute for a coat. Footwear also needs to be suitable for the weather conditions and whilst boots or wellies 
may be appropriate for walking to school they should not be worn in school all day so children will need to bring a change of 

footwear for the classroom. Similarly, trainers are not acceptable. A suitable PE kit for both indoor and outdoor sessions 

should be in school at all times. Please make sure that all items of clothing are clearly named as we seem to have an ever-
growing pile of lost property!  

And talking of school uniform: Tesco Direct is no more unfortunately.  A new company has taken on all its 
responsibilities in relation to school uniform supplies, including commission to schools.  Please take a look at 

myclothing.com when looking for school uniform.  You may be able to help us raise more funds for the school. 
 

After school provision and Breakfast club 

We work with a number of excellent child minders who collect pupils from school who can be contacted individually. We also 
link with First Steps who will collect from our playground and walk children to their facilities where parents can then collect 

them from up to 6pm in the evening. As this is a facility provided by First Steps they are the point of contact for parents to 
make arrangements. Mrs Hilton continues to run our breakfast club from 7.45am onwards. If you know you would like to use 

this facility on a given day please contact the school office on the day before by noon so that Mrs Hilton can be informed. 

Similarly please let school know if you do not require a place that you previously booked. If parents simply want 
childcare the cost will be £2.50 for the hour but breakfast can be provided for an extra 50p and this would include a choice 

of cereal/toast with juice, milk or other drinks.  
 

Fundraising opportunities 
The school has many ways of supporting our school funds which help us to provide new equipment or extra learning 

experiences to develop the children’s learning opportunities. As well as special events organised by FOWS such as the 

Christmas raffle there are other ways that you can help to support us throughout the year. May I remind you about the 
recycling collection bank on the school field for textiles and shoes. Every collection makes the school approximately £100 for 

which we are very grateful.  
 

Dates this term 
February 11th: Parents’ evening 5-7pm 

February 12th: Parents’ evening 4-6pm  

February 18th – 22nd: Half term  
March 7th: World Book Day 

March 15th: Comic Relief Day 

March 18th – 22nd: Assessment Week 

March 25th: Wrates photographs – classes and clubs/teams 
March 29th: Reports issued 

April 3rd: Easter celebration 1.30pm      

April 5th: Easter celebration 1.30pm        Term ends 

Future term dates  

April 5th: Term ends 

April 23rd: Term starts (Please note this is a Tuesday) 

May 27th – 31st: Half term  

July 19th: Term ends  
 

School website and Twitter  

Our school website is designed not only to promote the school in the wider community and give information to parents who 

are selecting a school for their children, but also to provide information for you. All newsletters sent out from school are 
published on our website as well as many other subsidiary letters – great if you find that your child’s school bag is not 

always reliable! You can find us at: www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk I am also regularly tweeting! I can be followed at 

@Winchelsea1. Once again, I hope the information in this newsletter has been helpful.  

Miss Helen Duckett            
Head Teacher 

http://www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk/

