
 

 

 

 

 

        

 
All Individuals Matter             

December Newsletter 
 

Not long to Christmas! School is extremely busy as we prepare for Christmas performances, visits to the pantomime, outings 

to see Santa or reindeer and Christmas discos whilst still trying to get all the usual work done and I hope parents will join us 

to celebrate as we reach the end of the year. 
 

New Administrative Assistant 
I am pleased to welcome a new member to the Winchelsea school team. Mrs Alison McCann will be joining Mrs Rowlands in 

the school office after Christmas but you may well meet her in the coming weeks as she will spending some time with us 
getting to know our systems. We look forward to getting to know her better and I know that she is excited about meeting 

parents and children and being part of our community. 
 

Christmas performances 

Christmas fever is taking over the school and everyone is working hard to prepare for our Christmas 
performances which are due to take place at the end of term (dates and times are listed at the end 

of this newsletter). I am sure your children will already be talking about the role they may 
have, practicing their lines, perfecting their dance routines and singing the songs very 

loudly and non-stop (so some parents have informed me!). We hope parents will join us 

but also hope you appreciate the hall space is limited and due to health and safety 
regulations we must be careful not to have too many people in the hall at the same time. 

Therefore, as usual, we will have to place some restrictions on numbers and each Key Stage 
has sent out letters with slips that need returning in order for tickets to be issued. These 

letters also contain information explaining some of our arrangements, such as 

recording of shows and our generous child care facility. Please read this letter carefully so that 
you are clear of procedures to avoid any embarrassment or disappointment on the day. We look forward to sharing our work 

and we are sure you will once again not only be greatly entertained but will be impressed by the high standards of 
performance our children can achieve. Strictly Come Dancing and the X Factor will look poor in comparison! 
 

Poppies for Remembrance 

Thank you to everyone who donated money for poppies and other Royal British Legion merchandise in the lead up to 

Remembrance Day. Every child also created a beautiful poppy for the displays that were created in All Saints Church in the 
village. The variety of methods used were stunning including making poppies from felt with lovely embroidery, using bottle 

ends and even using bread. The children also loved seeing the results when they visited the church.   
 

Sports News!!! 
Winchelsea have continued to have some fantastic successes in sports this term. Mrs Dunham 

continues to coach our football team who have had a good start to the season beating Church Lane 

3-2 and Rauceby 4-2. Mr Keetch entered an amazing 4 teams totalling 38 children in the local rugby 
tournament which shows how much enthusiasm our children have for this sport. We were extremely 

proud of the Y5/6 team and girls’ team who won all of their matches to be the overall winners of 
their sections. The girls’ team are pictured here. Mrs Morley has started the season fantastically well 

with her netball team getting a 7-0 win against Chestnut Street. Well done everyone! 
 

Children in Need 
Many thanks to everyone who supported our fundraising efforts for Children in Need Day. By 

wearing our pyjamas, sharing breakfast together, putting our coppers on Pudsey, face 

painting and the raffle we managed to raise £626.20. Particular thanks go to our Friends of 
Winchelsea who worked hard to organise many aspects of this very successful event. The 

photograph shows our raffle winners! 
 

Payments at school reminder!!! 
You will have noticed some changes to letters from school in regards to payments. It is vital that school can keep a close 

account of money that comes into school and therefore we have been looking carefully at how we collect money. To ensure 

that there is no confusion it is essential that all money for school is sent in a clearly labelled envelope and we ask that the 
exact money is given so that no change is required. You should receive a receipt that acknowledges your payment and our 

new receipt books have duplicate copies so that there is clear record of the payment trail. Please help the teachers and Mrs 
Rowlands by following these new guidelines and only hand over your money to the key person leading the particular project 

you are paying for e.g. pantomime money to Mrs Jones only or Twickenham trip money to Mr Keetch only.  

No smoking site: 
Can I remind all visitors to Winchelsea that our site is a non-smoking site. This means that not only are buildings smoke free 

but also our grounds and the surrounding paths and roadways. To comply with government directives, I must ensure that 

 



 

 

children are not exposed to passive smoking anywhere on our site and this includes smoking within cars as parents and 
carers collect children at the end of the day. Please refrain from smoking anywhere within our perimeters until you reach the 

external boundaries along Sleaford Road, Rectory Road and Elmtree Road.  
 

After school provision 
We appreciate how difficult it can be for working parents to co-ordinate their working hours with school hours. Whilst we 

offer a good range of after school clubs these generally finish by 4.30pm and parents need childcare beyond this time. We 

work with a number of excellent child minders who collect pupils from school but we are aware that these facilities are at 
their clubhouse in Ruskington where parents can then collect them from up to 6pm in the evening. As this is a facility 

provided by First Steps they are the point of contact for parents to make arrangements.  
 

Breakfast club  
Mrs Hilton will continue to run our breakfast club from 7.45am onwards. The club only operates on days when the school 

has received prior notice. If you know you would like to use this facility on a given day please contact the school office on 

the day before by noon so that Mrs Hilton can be informed. Similarly please let her know if you do not require a place 
that you previously booked. If parents simply want childcare the cost will be £2.50 for the hour but breakfast can be 

provided for an extra 50p and this would include a choice of cereal/toast with juice, milk or other drinks.  
 

Fundraising opportunities 
The school has many ways of supporting our school funds which help us to provide new equipment or extra learning 

experiences to develop the children’s learning opportunities. As well as special events organised by FOWS such as the 

Christmas raffle and cake stalls there are other ways that you can help to support us throughout the year. May I remind you 
about the recycling collection bank on the school field for textiles and shoes. Every collection makes the school 

approximately £100 for which we are very grateful. We have also recently signed up to a new scheme called 
GoRaise. Once you have registered your details, every time you shop at various stores online the school will 

receive a donation – ideal with Christmas shopping coming soon. Details are on my Twitter page. 
 

Dates to the end of this term  

December 2nd: Christingle Service Methodist Church 11am 

December 6th: Rugby Twickenham Trip 

December 9th: Christmas Fayre Village Hall 2pm start 

December 11th: KS2 Xmas play 1.30pm   

December 12th: KS2 Xmas play 1.30pm   

December 13th: KS2 Xmas play 6pm 

December 14th: Reports issued  

  Xmas discos 

December 17th: Pantomime – Newark (Aladdin) 

December 18th: EY play 9.30am and KS1 play 1.30pm     

December 19th: EY play 9.30am and KS1 play 1.30pm 

December 20th: Term ends (Please note this is a Thursday)  
 

Future term dates  

January 7th: Term starts  

February 18th – 22nd: Half term  

April 5th: Term ends 

April 23rd: Term starts (Please note this is a Tuesday) 

May 27th – 31st: Half term  

July 19th: Term ends  
 

School website and Twitter  

Our school website is designed not only to promote the school in the wider community and give information to parents who 

are selecting a school for their children, but also to provide information for you. All newsletters sent out from school are 
published on our website as well as many other subsidiary letters – great if you find that your child’s school bag is not 

always reliable! You will also find photographs and information about what has been happening in your child’s class, details 

of school documentation and policies and other news from clubs or events. You can find us at: 

www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk I am also regularly tweeting! I can be followed at @Winchelsea1. My following is 

growing steadily and I now have 317 followers. Help me become even more popular! 
 

Once again, I hope the information in this newsletter has been helpful.    

Miss Helen Duckett      
Head Teacher     

http://www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk/

