
Year 6 Reading Spine  These are books that children in year 6 will encounter throughout the academic year in reading- either as a  
    “Reading for Pleasure text” or in the teaching of reading. Children will also encounter a wide range of high-quality  
    model texts in their writing lessons.  Underlined authors appear in other year groups as well. 

 Classic 
Fiction 

Contemporary 
Fiction 

Humour True stories Diverse PSHE Non-Fiction Poetry Fairy Tales 

Year 
6 
Texts 

Cogheart 
- Peter Bunzl 

 
  

 
Street Child – 
Berlie Doherty 

 
 

Skellig – David 
Almond 

 

Letters from the 
Lighthouse – 

Emma Carroll

 
 

Floodland- 
Marcus 

Sedgewick

 
 

Once – Morris 
Gleitzman 

 

 

The Boy Who 
Made Everyone 
Laugh – Helen 

Rutter 

 

Coming to 
England – 

Floella 
Benjamin 

 
 

 

The Island – 
Armin Greder 

 
 

Coming to 
England – 

Floella 
Benjamin 

 
 

Black and 
British – David 

Olusoga 

 

The Island – 
Armin 

Greder 

 
 

Coming to 
England – 

Floella 
Benjamin 

 
 
 

How Does a 
Lighthouse 

Work? 
 – Roman 
Belyaev 

 
 

Charles 
Darwin’s on the 

Origin of the 
Species. 

 
 

Amazing 
Evolution. 

 
 

Who are 
Refugees and 

Migrants? - 
Michael Roesen & 
Annmarie Young  

 

Poems from the 
Second World 

War Paperback – 
Gaby Morgan

 
 

The Barefoot 
Book of Classic 

Poems 

 
 

Wicked World – 
Benjamin 

Zephaniah 

 

Grimm Tales  
- Philip Pullman 

 

 

  



Year 5 Reading Spine  These are books that children in year 6 will encounter throughout the academic year in reading- either as a  
    “Reading for Pleasure text” or in the teaching of reading. Children will also encounter a wide range of high-quality  
    model texts in their writing lessons.  Underlined authors appear in other year groups as well 

 Classic 
Fiction 

Contemporary 
fiction 

Humour True stories Diverse PSHE Non-Fiction Poetry Fairy Tales 

Year 
5 
Texts 

The Secret 
Garden – 
Francis 

Hodgson 
Burnett 

 

The Nowhere 
Emporium  

– Rob Mackenzie 

 
 

Song of the River 
– Gill Lewis 

 
 

The Boy in the 
Tower 

– Polly Ho-Yen 
 

Birdsong 
– Katya Balen 

 
Also:  
‘The Miraculous 
Journey of Edwards 
Tulane’, 
‘Journey to Joburg’ 

Carpet People 
 – Terry Pratchett 

 

Counting on 
Katherine  
– Helaine 

Becker & Dow 
Phumiruk  

 

I am not a label 
– Cerrie Burnell 

 
 

Journey to 
Joburg – Beverly 

Naidoo 

 
 
 

The 
Miraculous 
Journey of 

Edward 
Tulane 
 – Kate 

DiCamillo 

 
 

History’s 
Biggest Show-

offs 

 
 

I am not a label 
– Cerrie Burnell 

 
 

Dungeons and 
Torture * 

 
 

The World of 
the Unknown: 

Monsters – 
Carey Miller 

 
 

The Book of 
Mythical Beasts 

and Magical 
Creatures 

 

Nonsense Verse 
– Lewis Caroll 

 
 

The Jaberwocky – 
Lewis Caroll 

 
 

A Whale of a 
Time 

 

The Princess’ 
Blanket  

– Carol Ann Duffy 

 

 

  



Year 4 Reading Spine  These are books that children in year 6 will encounter throughout the academic year in reading- either as a  
    “Reading for Pleasure text” or in the teaching of reading. Children will also encounter a wide range of high-quality  
    model texts in their writing lessons.  Underlined authors appear in other year groups as well. 

 Classic 
Fiction 

Contemporary 
fiction 

Humour True stories Diverse PSHE Non-Fiction Poetry 
Fairy Tales 

Myths 
Year 
4 
Texts 

The Lion, The 
Witch and 
Wardrobe 

 – CS Lewis 

 
 

Tom’s Midnight 
Garden 

 – Philippa 
Pearce 

 
 

The Little Match 
Girl 

 – Jerry Pinkney 
(Hans Christian 

Anderson) 

 

The Land of Roar 
– Jenny 

McLaughlin 

 
 

The Wild Robot 
 – Peter Brown 

 
 

The Girl who 
Stole an Elephant 
 - Nizrana Farook 

 

Max and  the 
Millions 
 – Ross 

Montgomery 

 

Race to the 
Frozen North 
 – Catherine 

Johnson 

 

Young, Gifted 
and Black  

– Jamia Wilson 

 
 

Also: 
Race to the 

Frozen North 

Also: 
Race to the 

Frozen 
North 

The drop in my 
drink – Meredith 

Hooper 

 
 
 

Bacteria 
 – Steve Mould 

 

 
 

Also: 
Young, Gifted 

and black 
 

Nonsense 
Poems of 

Edward Lear 

 
 

Child’s Garden 
of Verse – 

Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

 

Necklace of 
Raindrops 

 -  Joan Aiken & 
Jan Pienkowski 

 
 

Norse Mtyhs 

 

 

  



Year 3 Reading Spine  These are books that children in year 6 will encounter throughout the academic year in reading- either as a  
    “Reading for Pleasure text” or in the teaching of reading. Children will also encounter a wide range of high-quality  
    model texts in their writing lessons.  Underlined authors appear in other year groups as well. 

 Classic 
Fiction 

Contemporary 
fiction 

Humour True stories Diverse PSHE Non-Fiction Poetry Fairy Tales 

Year 
3 
Texts 

Firework 
Maker’s 

Daughter – 
Philip Pullman 

 
 

Voices in the 
Park 

 – Anthony 
Browne 

 
 

The Tunnel – 
Anthony 
Browne 

 

Nothing to See 
Here Hotel 

 – Steven Butler 

 
 
 

Stone Age Boy – 
Satoshi Kitamura 

 
 

The Secret of 
Platform 13  

– Eva Ibbotson 
 

 

The Accidental 
Prime Minister 

– Tom 
McLaughlin 

 
 
 

Muhammad Ali 
– Maria Isabel 

Sanchez Vegara 

 
 

Steven curry: 
The Boy Who 

Never Gave Up 
– Anthony 

Curcio 

 
 

Fantastically 
Great Women 
who changed 

the World  
-Kate Pankhurst 

 

Planet Omar 
– Zanib Mian 

 
 

Also: 
Muhammad 

Ali 

You wouldn’t 
want to be in 
the Ancient 

Greek 
Olympics! 

 – Michael Ford 

 
 

Also: Books in 
the True Stories 

section 

The Pebble in 
my Pocket 
 – Meredith 

Hopper 

 
 

So You Think 
You’ve got it 

bad? 
 - Chae 

Strathie & 
Marisa Morea  

 
 

Playing With 
Magnets – Gary 

Gibson 

 
 

Children’s 
Encyclopedia – 

Usborne 

 

Werewolf Club 
Rules 

 – Joseph 
Coelho 

 
 

My Heart is a 
Poem 

 
 

Please Mrs 
Butler 

 – Allan Ahlberg 

 

Creeping 
Beauty 

 – Joseph 
Coelho 

 



Year 2 Reading Spine  These are books that children in year 1 will encounter throughout the academic year in reading, writing or topic work. 
    Additional books may also be used as well as those listed below.  Underlined authors appear in other year groups as well. 

 Classic 
Fiction 

Contemporary 
fiction 

Humour True stories Diverse PSHE Non-Fiction Poetry Fairy Tales 

Year 
2 
Texts 

The Enchanted 
Wood 

 – Enid Blyton 

 
 

The Hodgeheg – 
Dick King-Smith 

 
 

Town Mouse, 
Country Mouse – 

Susanna 
Davidson 

 
 

Mrs Pepperpot 
Stories 

– Alf Proysen 

 
 
 
 
 

The Flower 
 – John Light 

 
 
 

 

The Tin Forest 
 – Helen Ward 

& Wayne 
Anderson 

 
 

Fox 
 – Margaret 
Wild & Ron 

Brooks 
 

 

Whale Song 
 – Dyan 

Sheldon 
 
 

The 
Clockwork 

Dragon 
 – Jonathan 

Emmett 
 

 

Tell Me a 
Dragon 
 –Jackie 
Morris 

 
Toby and the 
Great Fire of 

London 
 – Margaret 

Nash 
 

The Sandman 
and the 
Turtles 

 – Michael 
Morpurgo 

Pumpkin Soup 
 – Helen 
Copper 

 
 

The Jolly-
Rogers and the 

Ghostly 
Galleon 

 – Jonny Duddle 

 
 

Fergal is 
Fuming 

 – Robert 
Starling 

 
 
 

Vlad and the 
Great Fire of 

London 
 – Kate 

Cunningham 

 
 

Where the 
Poppies Now 

Grow 
 – Hilary & Martin 

Impey 

 

The 
Boldest White 

 – Ibtihaj 
Muhammad 

 
 
 

In Every House in 
Every Street 

 – Jess Hitchman 

 
 

My Butterfly 
Bouquet 

 – Nicola Davies 

 

Wild World 
 – Angela 

McAllister 

 
 

Milo imagines 
the World 

 – Matt de la 
Pena 

 
 

Beegu 
 – Alexis Deacon 

 
 

The Way Back 
Home 

 – Oliver Jeffers 

 
 

Ravie’s Roar 
– Tom Percival 

 
 

Varmints 
 – Helen Ward

 

The Great Fire of 
London 

 – Emma Adams 

 
 

Africa – Amazing 
Africa 

 – Atinuke 

 
 

Help a 
Hedgehog and 
Protect a Polar 

Bear 
-Dr Jess French 

 
 
 

Wild World – Angela 
McAllister 

 
 

Monster 
Poems 
 – John 
Foster 

 
 
Dinosaur 

Poems 
 – John 
Foster 

 
We’re 

Sailing to 
the 

Galapagos 
– Laurie Krebs 

 
Happy 
Poems 
 – Roger 

McGough 
 

 
The 

Rainmaker 
Danced 

- John Agard 
& Satoshi Kitamura 
 

 
The Oak 

Tree 
 – Julia 
Donaldson 
 

 
 

Rapunzel 
 – Bethan Woollvin 

 

 
 

The Paperbag 
Princess – Robert 

Munsch 

 
 

The True Story of 
the 3 Little Pigs 
- Jon Scieszka  

 
 

The Tear Thief 
 – Carol Ann Duffy 

 
 
 
 

 



Year 1 Reading Spine  These are books that children in year 1 will encounter throughout the academic year in reading, writing or topic work. 
    Additional books may also be used as well as those listed below.  Underlined authors appear in other year groups as well. 

 Classic 
Fiction 

Contemporary 
fiction 

Humour True stories Diverse PSHE Non-Fiction Poetry Fairy Tales 

Year 
1 
Texts 

The Lion and 
the Mouse 
– Aesop’s 

Fables 

 
 

Peter Rabbit 
 – Beatrix 

Potter 

 
 

The Queen’s 
Nose 

 – Dick King-
Smith 

 
 

Emily’s Legs 
 – Dick King-

Smith 

 
 
 

Amazing Grace 
 – Mary Hoffman 

 
 

Look Up 
 – Nathan Bryon 

 
 

Dougal’s 
Deep Sea Diary 

 – Simmon Bartrum 

 
 

Pandora 
 – Victoria Turnbull 

 
 

Jungle Jamboree 
 – Jo Empson 

 
 

Elmer the Elephant 
– David McKee 

 

The Finger-Eater 
 – Dick King-

Smith 

 
 

Billy and the 
Mini Monsters: 
Monsters on a 

School Trip 
 – Zanna 

Davidson 

 
 

How to Make 
Friends with a 

Ghost 
 – Rebecca 

Green 

 
The Giraffe, The 
Pelly and Me – 

Roald Dahl 

 

Coming to 
England 
 – Floella 
Benjamin 

 
 

Greta and the 
Giants 

 – Zoe Tucker 

 

The 
Kindest Red 

 – Ibtihaj 
Muhammad 

 
 
 

Welcome 
to our World 

 – Moira 
Butterfield 

 
 
 
 
 

Also: 
Amazing Grace 

 
Coming to 

England 
 

If You Come to 
Earth 

– Sophie Blackall 

 
 

Here We Are 
– Oliver Jeffers 

 
 

The 
Invisible Boy 

– Trudy Ludwig 

 
 

When Sadness 
Comes to Call 

– Eva Eland 

 
 

Through the Eyes 
of Me 

 – Jon Roberts 

 

The Street 
Beneath My 

Feet 
 – Charlotte 

Guillain 

 
 

Under The 
Ocean 

 – Anouck 
Boisrobert 

 

Poems to 
Perform 

– collated Julia 
Donaldson 

 
 

Poems Aloud 
 – Jospeh 
Coelho 

 
 

Rumble in the 
Jungle 

 – Giles Andreae 

 
 
 

Little Red 
– Bethan 
Woollvin 

 

Little Red 
Riding 
Hood 

– Brothers 
Grimm 

 

The Ugly 
Duckling– 
Susanna 
Davidson 

 
Mixed Up 

Fairy Tales 
– Hilary 

Robinson 
 

 

Cinderella 
 – Sarah 

Gibb 
 

Three Billy 
Goats Gruff 

– Jane 
Bingham 

 
Three 

Little Pigs 
– Susanna 
Davidson 

 
Jack and 

the 
Beanstalk 

– Anna 
Milbourne 

 


