Writing: Intent, Implementation & Impact

Intent

At Winchelsea Primary School, our writing curriculum empowers children to be confident, creative and purposeful writers who can communicate effectively and express themselves with clarity and imagination.   We believe writing is life-long skill.
Our inspiring curriculum is rooted in the foundations of reading, fostering an enjoyment of the written word. Children access a wide range of engaging texts which act as models for their own writing.
Children have regular opportunities to practise, refine and embed their writing skills. Our consistently high expectations ensure that, through challenge and support, all learners see themselves as writers and reach their full potential.
Children are given opportunities to write for a range of real-life purposes and audiences across the curriculum.  The writing journey, and the units within it, has been carefully planned and sequenced to be progressive and engaging.
We encourage a love of writing by encouraging children to take pride in their writing. At Winchelsea, we believe that strong writing skills open doors to future opportunities, enriching children’s lives both academically and personally

Implementation
Writing is taught through a consistent structure informed by our Read, Write Inc phonics and Get Writing programmes, and the Essential Writing scheme. This ensures that teaching sequences are cohesive, well-paced and aligned across the school.

Our implementation beyond RWI, includes:

Essential Writing Sequences
· Each unit follows a clear cycle:
	Immerse → Explore → Teach Skills → Practise → Draft → Edit → Publish
· High-quality texts are central to every unit, allowing pupils to read as writers and understand effective authorial choices.
· Grammar, punctuation and vocabulary are taught explicitly and then applied meaningfully within the unit’s genre.

Pedagogy and Practice
· Teachers use modelling, shared writing and guided writing to demonstrate the writing process.
· The use of scaffolds and model texts to support pupils who need it, while offering challenge and extension for confident writers.
· Pupils have frequent opportunities to plan, draft, revise and publish writing for real-life purposes.
· Writing expectations are applied consistently across the curriculum so pupils write in all subjects.
· Systematic spelling teaching, handwriting practice, and retrieval of prior learning run alongside every unit.

Assessment
· During writing units, teachers use clear success criteria and exemplification, supporting accurate teacher assessment.
· Teachers use ongoing formative assessment and moderation to identify next steps and tailor and adapt our teaching.  
· Internal moderation is undertaken on a regular basis within key stage teams
· We work with local schools to moderate each academic year.
· The school works with an external consultant to ensure teacher assessments are accurate.

Transcription
· Handwriting is taught explicitly at the beginning of every writing lesson. 
· Spellings are taught weekly in key stage 2 using the Spelling Shed (EdShed) scheme.

Impact
At Winchelsea Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that every child develops the lifelong skills, confidence and creativity needed to communicate effectively through writing. By making writing meaningful and purposeful, children foster a love of writing and grow into confident, fluent and independent writers across a wide range of genres. Writing is essential for success across the curriculum, enabling pupils to express their ideas clearly, deepen their understanding and prepare for the next stage of their education.

Our children are prepared not only to thrive academically, but also to use writing as a powerful tool for communication, creativity and future success. Our curriculum supports pupils well beyond formal assessment and equips them with skills they will continue to use throughout their lives.

By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils leave our school as capable, reflective and enthusiastic writers who are well prepared for the writing demands of secondary education. The impact of our writing curriculum can be seen in pupils who:
· Use grammar, spelling and punctuation accurately and purposefully
· Apply an increasingly rich and precise vocabulary
· Demonstrate a strong understanding of the full writing process, including planning, editing and redrafting
· Take pride in the presentation, content and quality of their written work

