
THE EYFS
An overview 



WHAT IS THE EYFS?

o It’s the framework which sets the standard for the learning, 

development and care of children in England from birth to 

five years old.

o It applies to all OFSTED-registered settings, including 

childminders, preschools, private nurseries, school settings.

o It is based on the idea that children need to use concrete 

experiences to provide the building blocks of their learning.

o It identifies seven areas of learning which link to KS1.
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THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF THE EYFS

THE UNIQUE 
CHILD

ENABLING 
ENVIRONMENTS

POSITIVE 
RELATIONSHIPS

LEARNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT

Children respond to different learning methods and bring their 

own experiences and preferences to the setting.  Every child is 

capable being a strong, resilient learner with the right guidance.

The environment in which a child learns should prompt and 

encourage good learning techniques. An enabling environment is 

one that caters to each individual child's needs and gives them 

the freedom to expand their knowledge and development.

Children should be encouraged to be strong and independent when 

required, forming the basis for positive relationships that they will 

go on to have. They should also be given the safety and security to 

bolster the relationships they have with those closest to them

By following the EYFS Seven Areas of Learning, both Prime 

and Specific, each child will be taught a wide range of skills to 

aid their physical and mental development.
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SEVEN AREAS OF LEARNING

LITERACY

Comprehension, word reading and writing.

MATHS

Number, numerical pattern.

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

Past & present; People, culture & communities; The Natural World

EXPRESSIVE ARTS & DESIGN

Creating with materials; Being imaginative and expressive.
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COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Listening, attention, understanding and speaking.

Self-regulation, manging self and building relationships 

Fine and gross motor skills.
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All areas are interconnected.



HOW DOES THIS LINK WITH KS1/2?
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EYF S  – PRIME ARE AS National Curriculum

These three areas underpin all areas of learning and also have 

specific links to…

Communication & 

Language

English

Personal, Social & 

Emotional Development

PSHE

RE

Physical Development

Literacy (writing)

P.E.

DT

Art & design

EYF S  – SPE CIFIC 

ARE AS
National Curriculum

Literacy English

Maths
Maths

Understanding the 

World

Science

Geography

History

RE

Computing

Expressive Arts & 

Design

Art 

DT

Drama

Music



CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING
NOT “J U S T  P L AY ”! 

P L AY ING  &  E X P L O R ING
Finding out & exploring

Being willing to have a go.

Playing with what they know.

A C TIVE  L E A R NING
Being involved and concentrating.

Keep on trying.

Enjoying achieving what they set out to do.

C R E ATIVE  &  THINKING  C R ITIC A L LY
Making links

Solving problems and having their own ideas.

Choosing ways to do things.
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EARLY LEARNING GOALS – NEW!
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HOW MIGHT THIS LOOK?

L o t s  o f  p l a y ! O p e n - en d ed  
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  a l l o w  
c h i l d re n  t o  d i r e c t  

t h e i r  l e a r n i n g

1 : 1  a n d  s m a l l  g r o u p  
a c t i v i t i e s  l e d  b y  a n  

a d u l t ​

W h o l e  c l a s s  t e a c h i n g

A r e as  o f  l e a r n i n g  
o v e r l a p p i n g

L e a r n i n g  n o t  g o i n g  
a s  i n t e n d ed … b u t  

g r e a t  l e a r n i n g  
n o n e t h e l es s !

L e a r n i n g  o f t e n  n o t -
r e c o r d ed  b y  t h e  

c h i l d .

M e s s ,  c h a o s ,  
n o i s e … e n g a g e m e n t !
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WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE?
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WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE?

PE RS ONAL, SOCIAL & 

EMOTIONAL
Sharing resources and 

playing/working

co-operatively.

Solving conflicts.

COMMUNICATION& 

LANG UAG E
Vocabulary.

Listening and responding to peers 

in play.

Expressing and explaining their 

interests, ideas and experiences.

PHYS ICAL 

DE VE LOPME NT
Using tools; scissor skills.

Using an effective pencil grip.

Developing hand strength & 

dexterity through manipulating 

materials.

LITE RACY
Writing their name, 

signs & labels.

Creating a narrative 

using story language 

and structures.

EXPRE S S IVE  ARTS  & 

DE S IG N
Constructing to achieve a planned 

goal.

Using different techniques, e.g. 

joining materials.

Making use of props to support 

role play.

Inventing a narrative.

UNDE RS TANDIN

G THE  WORLD
Applying their 

experiences through 

play.

Map making.

Local community and 

occupations

…plus so much more!



ALL CHANGE!

WHAT?

• ELGs changed/simplified/more connected to KS1.

• Exceeding judgement is removed.

• Greater focus on vocabulary and self-regulation.

• No LA moderation

WHY ?

• Improve outcomes, particularly in language and 
literacy.  Better prepare children for the Yr 1 
curriculum.

• Reduce unnecessary paperwork to spend more 
time with children.

• Focus efforts on those children that need us most.



ANY QUESTIONS?
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