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Year 1 National Curriculum objectives: A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills 

to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and 
design. 
Year 1 Areas of study: 
Drawing – Making Your Mark. 
Painting and Mixed Media – Colour Splash 
Sculpture and 3D – Paper Play 
Craft and Design – Embellishments 
 
 
 
 
 

Making Skills  
 
Drawing: Explore mark making, experiment with drawing lines and use 2D shapes to draw. 

Painting: Develop skill and control when painting. Paint with expression. 

Craft: Learn a range of materials and techniques such as clay, sketching, printing and 

collage. 
 
 
 
 

Generating Ideas  
 
Sketchbooks: Use sketchbooks through teacher modelling. Use sketchbooks to record 

thoughts and ideas and to experiment with materials. 
Creating Original Artwork: Explore and create ideas for purposes and intentions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formal Elements  
 
Colour: Remember the primary colours and how to mix them to create secondary colours. 

Create shades of a colour and choose and justify colours for purpose.  

Form: Learn about form and space through making sculptures and developing language. 

Line: Use, express and experiment with line for purpose, then use appropriate language to 

describe lines. 

Pattern: Understand patterns in nature, design and make patterns in a range of materials. 

Shape: Identify, describe and use shape for purpose. 

Texture: Use materials to create textures. 

Tone: Understand what tone is and how to apply this to their own work. 

Knowledge of artists  
 
Beatriz Milhazes (Abstract) Bridget Riley (Drawing) David Hockney and Vija Celmins 
(Drawing) Louis Wain (Movement) Kandinsky, Bernal, Bolotowsky (Shape and Colour) 
Vincent Van Gogh (Texture) Jasper Johns (Painting) Renoir, Sorolla, Kroyer (Landscape) 
Louise Bourgeois (Sculpture) 

 
 

Evaluating  
 
Identifying similarities and differences in others’ work: Recognise and describe key 

features of their own and other’s work. 

Reflecting: Describe what they feel about their work and the art of others. 
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Year 2 National Curriculum objectives: A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills 

to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and 
design. 
Year 2 Areas of study: 
Drawing – Tell a Story 
Painting and Mixed Media- Beside the Seaside 
Sculpture and 3D– Clay Houses 
Craft and Design – Map It Out 

Making Skills  
 
Drawing: Explore drawing techniques, begin to apply tone to describe form, develop skill 

and control with a range of drawing materials. 

Painting: Further improve skill and control when painting. Paint with creativity and 

expression. 

Craft: Use a range of materials to design and make products including craft, weaving, 

printmaking, sculpture and clay. 
 
 

 

Generating Ideas  
 
Sketchbooks: Use sketchbooks more effectively through further teacher modelling. Use 

sketchbooks to record thoughts and ideas and to experiment with materials.  

Creating Original Artwork: Use artist sources to develop their own original artwork. 

Gaining inspiration for artwork from the natural world. 

 
 
 

 

Formal Elements  
 
Colour: Mix, apply and refine colour mixing for purpose using wet and dry media. Describe 
their colour selections. 

Form: Extend their practical ability to create 3D sculptural forms and begin to understand 
how to represent form when drawing. 

Line: Draw lines with increased skill and confidence. Use line for expression when drawing 
portraits. 

Pattern: Learn a range of techniques to make repeating and non-repeating patterns. 
Identify natural and man-made patterns. Create patterns of their own. 

Shape: Compose geometric designs by adapting the work of other artists to suit their own 
ideas. 

Texture: Identify and describe different textures. Select and use appropriate materials to 
create textures. 

Tone: Experiment with pencils to create tone. Use tone to create form when drawing. 

 

Knowledge of artists  
 
Max Ernst (Frottage) Ed Ruscha (Shading, Tone) Clarice Cliff (Design) Nancy McCrosky 
(Mural) Damien Hirst (Drawing) Julian Opie (Portraits) Edwina Bridgeman 

 
 
 
 

Evaluating   
 
Identifying similarities and differences to others’ work: Compare other’s work, 

identifying similarities and differences. 

Reflecting: Describe what they feel about their work and the art of others. 
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