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Welcome to the start of Year 1 and a new school year.  I am very excited to be teaching Year 1 this year and, along 
with Mrs Parsons, hope to have a great year with your little ones.   

English 
Our main focus for the Autumn term will be the correct use of capital letters, finger spaces and full stops in our writing. 
We will be continuing with phonics this year in order to secure the children’s ability to read and spell.  As part of our 
homework we will be sending a book home once a week for the children to read. Books will be changed on a Thursday.  
Please try to listen to your child read for at least ten minutes every day; talk about the story and ask questions like 
‘what happens when...’ and ‘who are the characters...’, ‘what happens first..?’ etc. This will help your child to make 
progress in their reading comprehension as well as their decoding. We shall also be continuing to build a sight 
vocabulary of words, which we can read on sight without the need to blend, these will come home on a ‘word wall’.  
We are also going to work on forming all of our letters correctly and begin to encourage joined up handwriting.  

Maths 
In Maths this term we will be counting forwards and backwards up to 100. We will be practicing writing numbers 1 to 
20 in numerals and words. We will be identifying one more and one less than a given number. We will identify and 
represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations including the number line, and use the language; equal to, 
more than, less than (fewer), most and least. We shall also be practising addition and subtraction skills to 20, as well as 
counting in steps of 2, 5 and 10. We will be looking at 2D and 3D shapes, and identifying these in our environment. 
We will also be looking at tens and ones. It is important that the children understand what each digit in a number 
means. For example 45 = 4 tens and 5 ones = 40 + 5. We will also learn all number bonds to 10, for example, 6 + 4 = 
10, 7 + 3 = 10.  

Topic  
For the first half term our topic is ‘Superheroes’ where we will learn about people from history (Florence Nightingale) as 
well as personality traits which make us classroom heroes.  After half-term our topic will change to ‘Toys’ where we will 
be learning about toys from the past, present and investigating possible toys of the future.   

Reminders  
Please can you make sure your child has a P.E. kit in school (these can stay on their pegs) from Monday to Friday as 
our PE day may change.  For the first term we will do PE on Thursdays and Fridays. Please add layers as the weather 
begins to get colder. 

Please make sure that reading records and books are always in their book bags and that they are brought into school 
every day! Mrs Parsons and I will encourage the children to transport letters home to you and bring the replies into 
class but we will not be going through their book bags.   

Each half term there will be a project web sent home with some optional ideas of tasks to complete which are linked to 
our topic. A challenge sheet will be sent home on a Thursday, which will give ideas of ways to continue that week’s 
literacy and numeracy learning at home. Please help your children to complete their homework challenges; but do not 
do it for them. The children will be rewarded for completing any tasks with team points and stickers as well as earning 
a tally on our homework chart.   

Please make sure all uniform, PE kits, tupperware and drinks bottles are clearly named; that way we can return them 
when they go missing.  

Now that the children are in Year One we will be encouraging them to come into school on their own in the mornings 
and , therefore, if you have any issues please try to catch me at the end of the school day when it is less busy!  

There will be a ‘Welcome to Year One’ parent and teacher meeting at 2.45pm on Tuesday 11th September.   

Mrs Parsons and I are eager to ensure all children achieve and are happy during their time at school so please feel free 
to discuss any questions or issues with us.  

Thank you for your support,  
Mrs J. Dunham and Mrs G. Parsons.  


