
 

Diamond Class Summer Term Newsletter 

Welcome to the Summer Term in Diamond Class and I hope you all had an enjoyable Easter break. It’s great to have the 

sparklies back; they all seem fit and raring to go (unless they are still fuelled by chocolate Easter Eggs and goodies!). The 

children had a great Spring term and are showing themselves to be extremely enthusiastic and active learners, hopefully 

this term the weather will have settled down and allow increased opportunity for outdoor learning and physical development. 

I was extremely proud of the children in the Easter assembly and they thoroughly enjoyed performing for you, we hope you 

enjoyed it too. They may be the youngest in the school but I am thrilled by how much they have gained confidence and a 

willingness to perform, I’m sure you all heard every word, just wait for the growls and screams when those masks come 

home!!! 

 We are now busy settling into the new term, recapping rules and routines of the classroom, and particularly focussing on 

the use of our outdoor area. It’s good to have you back Diamond Class! I am looking forward to a term where we work hard 

and play hard, a term in which Nursery children prepare to be the Reception “experts” in September, and where Reception 

children develop their independence and prepare for their transition to Year 1. To support this transition Reception children 

should now be entering the classroom independently each morning and I request that parents say their goodbyes either on 

the playground or at the classroom door, thank you  Many Nursery children are also capable of independence throughout 

their session and this should be encouraged by parents with the morning routine as much as possible (I know many of them 

do it already!). 

Our theme for the first part of the term is Habitats and Contrasting Areas. We will be comparing the weather, animals, 

homes and people in differing areas. We will be considering the desert, rainforest and Polar Regions. We will be considering 

questions such as what happens to the water in the desert? Why is a rainforest so green? How are animals adapted to 

where they live? What do the animals eat in the different locations? 

 

Our theme for the second part of this term is “The Beach and Under the Sea”. We will be looking at the creatures that live 

under the sea, talking about coral, seaweed, caves, and of course, at the children’s request, there will be some discussion of 

pirates and their sunken ships full of treasure! Clips from “Finding Nemo” and “Rainbow Fish” stories will be used to get the 

children’s imagination going and help them set the scene.  

 

If you have any photographs of visits to the seaside your family have been on please send them in, we would love a display of 

our own visits to the sea. We will talk about the dangers of the sea, the role of life guards and hopefully fit in a fishy feast 

(one snack time!)! Our classroom is already filling with creative work for the new theme and we look forward to enjoying new 

role play areas. We will incorporate into our topic some “cave” and “igloo” building, we may need some support with “den 

making type” materials or helping hands. Watch out for more details  



Having studied Fairy Tales this year we are VERY keen to go on a visit to Sundown Adventureland at the end of this term. 

After the unpredictable weather we also need to fit in our Belton House picnic and hope to do this before the half term 

break, fingers crossed our changeable weather settles down and Summer arrives! This of course means Diamond children 

need to be on their best behaviour at home and school to earn their special treats. Details of these visits will follow in more 

detail. 

 

A few reminders or requests about some of the daily routines in Diamond Class: 

 ALL items MUST be clearly named!!! 

As the summer weather arrives when sweatshirts or cardigans are removed in the classroom they are placed in 

book bags or on pegs. As you are aware the cloakroom space is limited and if items are knocked off pegs they can 

only be returned if they are named. I am aware some of the labels are black which makes it impossible to write on. 

The most effective way is to write with a permanent marker on the neck of the sweatshirt itself, writing with a 

capital letter to start and large lower case letters also helps as this is the way your child will recognise their name 

(They do not necessarily recognise initials, surnames or upper case). This is where we will look for names, named 

items we find are of course returned, unnamed items are placed in the entrance and then eventually sent over to 

main school lost property (ask in school office). If by any chance your child returns with the incorrect sweatshirt 

please send it straight back and we will return it to the rightful owner. Many thanks. Sunhats should also be named, 

and if sunglasses are sent into school they are the children’s responsibility. 

 Book bags should be in school every day as they are used to send home reading books, pictures and correspondence. 

Some Reception children have requested homework, this will be sent home on a Friday and will be linked directly to 

their targets so of individual benefit. IT IS NOT COMPULSORY but can be a great support to your child in 

specific areas  

 The doors to the classroom are open at 8.45 a.m. for the morning session. Please note that the main gates may be 

open earlier, but the classroom doors continue to be opened at the same time as the main school bell is rung. 

Reception children should enter independently. At the end of the school day (3.20 p.m.) please ensure that children 

remain in your care, not on the field or near the school building where lessons continue. The gravel area and trim 

trail are also out of bounds. 

 PE kits will be required this term. (Blue shorts, Winchelsea/ white t- shirt, pumps- all items named).  

 Please check regularly for head lice, treat if necessary and ensure long hair is tied up. Also after a period of 

sickness or diarrhoea your child should be kept at home for at least 48 hours. If medicine needs to be 

administered during the school day then relevant paperwork needs completing at the office. 

 Milk is provided for all children under 5. If your child is 5 you may order milk for them if you wish, or check to see 

if you are entitled to receive free provision (in either case please enquire at the school office) 

 Sun cream- there are now amazing sun creams available which can be administered in the morning and last all day. 

If however you have the other sun creams which need reapplying then on hot days we will reapply at lunch times. 

For this to happen your child should have a named bottle of sun cream sent to school which will be returned at the 

end of term (or when empty for replacing). Please ensure you apply sun cream at the start of the day. 

Please remember that if you need to speak to me about anything then do not hesitate to contact me by phone or come 

and see me. The end of the day is usually best, once the children have been released to their parents. (Feel free to 

shout or wave frantically!!) There are occasions where I have meetings or clubs but I will always do my best to see you 

as soon as possible.  

I hope that this information has been useful to you. We are full of enthusiasm for the Summer term and I know that 

along with the sunshine we are going to see our Diamonds sparkle!!! (I am in fact more confident about the children than 

the weather but am keeping fingers crossed!) 

Alison Stewart 


