
 

 

 

 

 

        

 
All Individuals Matter             

May Newsletter 
 

Sports News!!! 

Sport at Winchelsea goes from strength to strength and we continue to provide opportunities and experiences for children to 
encounter a range of different sports – some of them quite unusual. Last half term we sent teams out to take part in tri golf, 

tennis, tchoukball and quidditch (no broomsticks required!). We ensure that all children get a chance throughout the school 

year to take part in at least one inter-school event and it is this commitment that has helped to secure our Goldmark Award 
in Sports provision for 3 years. The football season is almost at an end and this was our second year in the top league which 

was challenging and the team performed well. We also have had a netball team in the local league for the second year and I 
am extremely proud of how well they have done. Currently Winchelsea is placed third in the football league and top of the 

netball league with all of our matches played and we keep our fingers crossed that the final fixtures do not greatly affect our 

standings! Many thanks to all the parents that have supported the team training and matches, and especially to Mrs Dunham 
and Mrs Morley for giving up their time to train and organise matches. Well done super coaches! We now focus on cricket 

and rounders and have tournaments to look forward to later in the term as well as opportunities to take part in pop lacrosse 
and mini Olympics.  
 

Competition success!  

Peridot class have been taking part in a project with NKDC about climate 

change and how we can all make difference. They have had a number of visits 
and talks from the straw burning plant near Kirkby-la-Thorpe and carried out a 

lot of research in school and at home. They then were asked to write letters to 
the NKDC and these were entered into a competition with other local schools. 

We were very proud to have five award winners shown in the photograph who 
all received a book and certificate and Betsy was awarded second place 

overall, receiving a £15 book voucher as well as books and a £30 voucher for 

the school. Mr Keetch attended the awards ceremony with them and was very 
proud of their conduct and how well  they represented the school. 

 
Can collecting – great progress so far! 

Thank you to everyone who has been bringing in their old cans to support our latest recycling project. Local hospitals have 

no dedicated helicopter landing site but have to use the nearest available 
sports pitch or public park in emergencies. Now the Rotary club of Sleaford 

are supporting a campaign that uses aluminium cans which are melted down 
and processed into different shapes to form a ground-level helipad. 

Aluminium, when bolted together, is very strong and does not require 
maintenance. There is no government aid available for the UK’s air 

ambulances and therefore Rotary are hoping that Winchelsea will support 

them in collecting cans – it is estimated that a million cans are needed for a 
single helipad! All you need to do is carefully remove the ring pulls 

from the cans, then rinse, drain and squash them as much as 
possible and bring them into school where we will provide 

collection bins. The photo was taken last week when the Rotary club came 

to collect the bags we had accumulated (at least double those shown in the 
picture!) and they are extremely grateful for our support so please continue to send them in! 

 
Weddings! Weddings! Weddings!  

We have three members of staff getting married over the half term break so please do not 

be confused or think we have new staff when you see new names on letters and Twitter 
etc. Miss Davis will be returning as Mrs Wallis, Miss Smith will be known as Mrs Wright and 

Miss Philips will become Mrs Flegg. What a lot of weddings! We hope they all enjoy their 
‘Big Day’ and send them all our love for happy futures. 

 
More exciting news!! 

I am pleased to be able to tell parents that Mrs Dunham is expecting her 

first baby! This is not due until September and therefore there is no 
intention currently that this will cause any disruption to Opal class. I am 

sure parents will join me in wishing her a happy and healthy pregnancy.  
 

 

 



 

 

 

REMINDER from Mrs McCann        Punctuality/attendance and absence reporting 

Please ensure that your child arrives at school on time before registers close at 9 am and that children attend school every 

day unless illness prevents them. The school operates under guidance regarding pupil sickness absence, which is statutory 
and advised by county. In order to minimise the spread of infections it is advised that children who have suffered from 

sickness/ diarrhoea should remain off school for a minimum of 48 hours, even if they appear to be feeling a lot better. 

Schools, by their very nature, involve close contact and we strive to stop the spread of illnesses as quickly as possible. I am 
sure parents would appreciate that following this policy is in the interests of everyone who has contact with school and will 

support us in this matter. Could I also remind parents that school needs to be informed of absence every 
morning by 9.15 am that your child will not be attending, even if they are suffering from the same ailment 

(unless previously agreed). Please call the office and leave a simple message on the answerphone system 

rather than waiting for Mrs McCann to contact you.  This is part of the schools’ strong safeguarding systems which 
ensure that we can account for every child’s whereabouts if they are not in school. If we do not hear from you, your 

child’s absence will be recorded as unauthorised. 

 

After school provision and Breakfast club 

We work with a number of excellent child minders who collect pupils from school who can be contacted individually. If you 
are looking for a local childminder then the Family Services Directory online can be accessed. Simply enter 

your postcode and details of childminders in your locality can be found with information about costs and 
contact numbers. We also link with First Steps who will collect from our playground and walk children to their facilities 

where parents can then collect them from up to 6pm in the evening. As this is a facility provided by First Steps they are the 

point of contact for parents to make arrangements. Mrs Hilton continues to run our breakfast club from 7.45am onwards. If 
you know you would like to use this facility on a given day please contact the school office on the day before by noon so 

that Mrs Hilton can be informed. Similarly, please let school know if you do not require a place that you previously 
booked. If parents simply want childcare the cost will be £2.50 for the hour but breakfast can be provided for an extra 50p 

and this would include a choice of cereal/toast with juice, milk or other drinks.  
 

Suitable clothing 

As the weather at this time of year starts to get warmer children need to still come to school suitably dressed. There can be 
a temptation in the sunnier weather for children not to bring coats which are still needed for playtimes and lunchtime breaks 

when children can become cold outside for longer periods of time. Sweatshirts and hoodies that are not part of school 
uniform should not be worn as a substitute for a coat. Footwear also needs to be suitable for the weather conditions and 

children should wear proper school shoes or suitable sandals – not summer sandals in pretty colours or flip flops that are 
more appropriate for the beach. Similarly, trainers are not acceptable. A suitable PE kit for both indoor and outdoor sessions 

should be in school at all times. Children can wear grey or black shorts, white or blue shirts or polo t-shirts or blue gingham 

summer dresses in line with our school uniform policy. Please make sure that all items of clothing are clearly named as we 
seem to have an ever-growing pile of lost property!  
 

Dates this term 

May 6th: May Day Bank Holiday (no school!) 
May 11th: Sleaford ‘Live’ event (choir and dance club performing) 10.30am 

May 13th – 17th: Year 6 SATS Week 

May 27th – 31st: Half Term week 
June 10th – 14th: Year 1 Phonics screening week 

June 17th- 21st: Assessment Week 
June 24th: Armed Forces Flag Raising Ceremony 

June 28th: Year 6 transfer day to secondary schools 

July 3rd: London Theatre Trip (‘Joseph’) 
July 9th: Y6 Leavers’ Play 1.30pm 

July 10th: Y6 Leavers’ Play 6pm 
July 12th: Reports issued 

July 15th: Class swap morning 
July 166h: Sports Day 

July 19th: Leavers Assembly and School Awards     

  Term ends 
 

School website and Twitter  

Our school website is designed not only to promote the school in the wider 

community and give information to parents who are selecting a school for their 

children, but also to provide information for you. All newsletters sent out from 
school are published on our website as well as many other subsidiary letters – 

great if you find that your child’s school bag is not always reliable! You will also 

find details of school documentation and policies. You can find us at: 

www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk  If you love seeing what the school is up to 

on a daily basis you should follow me and other staff on Twitter. I can be followed at @Winchelsea1.  
Once again, I hope the information in this newsletter has been helpful.        

Miss Helen Duckett    Head Teacher     

http://www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk/

