
 

 

 

 

 

        

 
All Individuals Matter             

July Newsletter 
 

Another year is almost over and what a year it has been! We have had so many successes and we have so much to be 
proud of that I thought I would take this opportunity to review it all in my final newsletter before the summer break. I would 

also like to make sure that I have said a great big thank you to all of you who have supported school in so many ways – 

taking children to and from events such as choir, dance and sports competitions, joining us for celebrations and school plays 
and working with school as partners in your child’s learning whether that be by coming in to parents’ workshops and class 

activities or simply hearing your child read, learn spellings and helping them complete their homework. I consider 
Winchelsea to be one big team consisting of staff, children, governors, parents and the wider community and we all work 

together to make Winchelsea the great school that it is. Thank you! 
 

Sports Review 

Sport at Winchelsea has gone from strength to strength this year and we have continued to provide 
opportunities and experiences for children to encounter a range of different sports – some of them 

quite unusual. We have sent teams out to take part in orienteering, rounders, basketball, cricket, 
kabaddi, tchoukball and boccia (sports I had to use the internet to find out what they were all about!). 

We try to ensure that all children get a chance throughout the school year to take part in at least one 

inter-school event and it is this commitment that has helped to secure our Goldmark Award for the last 
few years. We have recently submitted out latest application and hope to reach Platinum level which is 

the highest standard possible. Keep your fingers crossed! We have had lots of successes this year – 
our netball team achieved an amazing top place in their league, our football team finished third, we were winners of the tag 

rugby competition for the third year running, our goalball team are COUNTY champions and we have had numerous other 
successes in other sports festivals and recognised as one of the highest participating schools in our locality. Our dance group 

have produced another set of wonderful dance routines and they have performed these to great applause at many venues in 

the locality. Our children also take part in sports events beyond school that we celebrate on a weekly basis in Friday 
assemblies and it is great to hear of their own individual successes – we have brilliant swimmers, triathletes, runners, tennis 

players, footballers, skiers, cyclists, gymnasts, cheerleaders, dancers and judo champions. Fantastic! I would like to thank 
the PE specialists from Carre’s who work with our school to provide coaching through PE lessons, provide clubs and arrange 

the sporting competitions and festivals that we take part in and we look forward to working with them again next year.  
 

Music at Winchelsea 

Our choir is extremely popular in the local community and this year we have been asked to sing at 
loads of events especially in the village. We performed during Sleaford ‘Live’ week, supported a 

charity fundraising event and performed at a huge conference in front of over 300 education 
professionals to name but a few. We sing each term at the Methodist Church and also enjoy 

entertaining their social group as well as other groups in the village such as ‘Young at Heart’ and 

the ‘Evergreen’ club. We already have dates for next Christmas lined up! I know parents enjoy seeing us sing and we love to 
get everyone joining in with ‘Spring Chicken’ and other silly songs. 

This year I led another venture by developing a collaborative choir with singers from seven other schools locally and this has 
been extremely successful and rewarding. Three of each school’s best singers in Year 5 or 6 were selected and we have met 

regularly to learn songs together. We were invited to open the Armed Forces special celebration event in Sleaford, 
performed to dignitaries at the Flag Raising Ceremony and also sang at a Valentine’s market in Sleaford. The children have 

loved making friends with other pupils and I am planning to do this again next year. 

However, music at Winchelsea is not just about fantastic singing from the choir but all of our children. Visitors to school are 
always bowled over by the enthusiasm that the whole school has for singing and I know our plays and Christmas 

productions show this as a strength of our school. 
We also ensure that all children in our school leave us being able to read music and play the recorder through our curriculum 

provision and I love to hear that children have taken this first step and gone on to learn other musical instruments as a 

result. In school we now offer tuition for guitar, piano, clarinet, brass and drums and there are spaces in these classes next 
year due to children moving on to secondary school. If you are interested in your children taking up these lessons please talk 

to Mrs McCann or Mrs Rowlands in the school office for more details.  
 

Other awards 

The school has received a number of eco awards this year due to the great work of the Eco club led by Mrs Frost. The 
children gave a presentation in Whisby and won a highly commended award and £150 for the school. The children in that 

group have also been recognised for the great work by the local Rotary club of Sleaford who presented them with Rotary 
starts and certificates – an accolade only received by a small number of children locally. Your support in this area is 

gratefully received – support with our recycling bins on the field, the recycling of cans and batteries and your help with the 
Walking to school project.  

 



 

 

The school received a Caring2Learn Gold award at the beginning of the year in recognition of our great work in supporting 

children and families beyond the academic work of the school but with emotional health and well-being or family and home 
difficulties that families sometimes face. This logo can be seen on all of our school letters and we are very proud to have 

received this  
Mrs Dunham was nominated for Primary School Teacher of the Year at the Golden Apple awards and made it to the final 

three. She attended the awards ceremony, had a lovely evening and we were all very proud of her! 

 
Questionnaires 

Every year I like to gather the views of everyone involved in the school through the form of questionnaires. Every pupil has 
the chance to express their views and opinions about school, letting me know what they feel is working well and they enjoy 

suggesting ideas for improvement – some of which can be highly imaginative! It is through these responses that I have 
made developments in the past such as creating the trim trail, music trail and the new playground markings. I equally like to 

gather views from parents and staff to find out what they feel school is doing well. I have attached a questionnaire with this 

newsletter and look forward to reading your responses. 
 

So ……. NEXT YEAR……….. 
 

New class/ staffing structure 
As outlined in the last newsletter, there will only be a slight re-organisation of classes and staffing from September. By now, 

you will be aware of the class your child is in and teachers will be arranging meetings to share information in order for 

transition to be seamless and provision to be planned over the summer holidays to ensure children make the best start 
possible in the new academic year. We have been inundated with requests for school places and therefore it will be lovely to 

welcome new faces to Winchelsea in almost all classes in September.  
 

Breakfast club  
Mrs Hilton will continue to run our breakfast club from 7.45am onwards. If you know you would like to use this facility on a 

given day, please contact the school office on the day before by noon so that Mrs Hilton can be informed. Similarly, please 

let her know if you do not require a place that you previously booked. If parents simply want childcare the cost will 
be £2.50 for the hour but breakfast can be provided for an extra 50p and this would include a choice of cereal/toast with 

juice, milk or other drinks. Payments are registered by the school office and need to be prompt to Mrs Hilton or Mrs 
Neasham otherwise provision may be jeopardised. We know lots of parents benefit from this facility and therefore we 

appreciate your support in providing the correct money at the time that provision is taken.  

 
After school provision 

We appreciate how difficult it can be for working parents to co-ordinate their working hours with school hours. Whilst we 
offer a good range of after school clubs these generally finish by 4.30pm and parents need childcare beyond this time. We 

continue to work with a number of excellent child minders who collect pupils from school that can be contacted individually. 
We will also continue to be linked with First Steps who will collect from our playground and walk children to facilities at their 

clubhouse in Ruskington where parents can then collect them from up to 6pm in the evening. As this is a facility provided by 

First Steps they are the point of contact for parents to make arrangements.  
 

Fundraising opportunities 
The school will continue to find ways of supporting our school funds next year which help us to provide new equipment or 

extra learning experiences to develop the children’s learning opportunities. As well as special events organised by FOWS 
such as raffles and cake stalls there are other ways that you can help to support us throughout the year. May I remind you 

about the recycling collection bank on the school field for textiles and shoes. Every collection makes the school 

approximately £60 for which we are very grateful. If you would like to join our PTA, please talk to Mrs Parsons as she is 
always looking out for new members.  
 

Future term dates for 2019/20 are now available on our website - Children should return to school on 

September 4th – please note that this is a Wednesday.  
 

School website and Twitter  

Our school website is designed not only to promote the school in the wider community and give information to parents who 

are selecting a school for their children, but also to provide information for you. Lots of you have signed up to Twitter and 

enjoy seeing the photographs and news about what is going on in school. This is updated almost daily by staff. Get yourself 

on there and have a look!!! You can find us at: www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk and on Twitter at Helen Duckett 

@Winchelsea1. Once again, I hope the information in this newsletter has been helpful.  Have a wonderful summer and I 
will see you all in September.             

Miss Helen Duckett     
Head Teacher     

http://www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk/

