
 

 

 

 

 

        

 
All Individuals Matter             

December Newsletter 
 

Not long to Christmas! School is extremely busy as we prepare for Christmas performances, visits to the pantomime, outings 
to see Santa or reindeer and Christmas choir singing whilst still trying to get all the usual work done and I hope parents will 

join us to celebrate as we reach the end of the year. 
 

New Year 1 teacher 

I am pleased to welcome a new member to the Winchelsea school team. Miss Alice Marshall will be teaching Year 1 after 
Christmas. We look forward to getting to know her better and I know that she is excited about meeting parents and children 

and being part of our community. 
 

Christmas performances 

Christmas fever is taking over the school and everyone is working hard to prepare for our Christmas 
performances which are due to take place at the end of term (dates and times are listed at the 

end of this newsletter). I am sure your children will already be talking about the role 
they may have, practicing their lines, perfecting their dance routines and singing the 

songs very loudly and non-stop (so some parents have informed me!). We hope 
parents will join us but also hope you appreciate the hall space is limited and due to 

health and safety regulations we must be careful not to have too many people in the hall 

at the same time. Therefore, as usual, we will have to place some restrictions on 
numbers and each Key Stage will be sending out letters with slips that need returning in 

order for tickets to be issued. These letters also contain information explaining some of 
our arrangements, such as recording of shows and our generous child care facility. Please 

read this letter carefully so that you are clear of procedures to avoid any embarrassment 

or disappointment on the day. We look forward to sharing our work and we are sure 
you will once again not only be greatly entertained but will be impressed by the high 

standards of performance our children can achieve. Strictly Come Dancing and the X Factor 
will look poor in comparison! 
 

Poppies for Remembrance 

Thank you to everyone who donated money for poppies and other Royal 

British Legion merchandise in the lead up to Remembrance Day. We held a 
special assembly in school and invited families from the Services for the first 

time to join us. This was a lovely occasion and it was super to see children and 
parents or other family members talking about their shared experiences and 

getting to know each other better.  
 
 

Children in Need 

Many thanks to everyone who 

supported our fundraising efforts 
for Children in Need Day. By wearing our pyjamas, sharing breakfast together, 

putting our coppers on Pudsey, face painting and the raffle we managed to raise 
£511.29. Particular thanks go to our Friends of Winchelsea who worked hard to 

organise many aspects of this very successful event. The photograph shows 
some of our raffle winners! 

 

Suitable clothing 
As the weather at this time of year can be 

unpredictable, children need to come to school 
suitably dressed. There are lots of children who do not have warm coats which are needed 

for playtimes and lunchtime breaks when children can become cold. Gloves, scarves and hats 

can also be worn. However, sweatshirts and hoodies that are not part of school uniform 
should not be worn as a substitute for a coat. Footwear also needs to be suitable for the 

weather conditions and whilst boots or wellies may be appropriate for walking to school they 
should not be worn in school all day so children will need to bring a change of footwear for 

the classroom. Similarly, trainers are not acceptable. A suitable PE kit for both indoor and 

outdoor sessions should be in school at all times. Please make sure that all items of clothing 
are clearly named as we seem to have an ever-growing pile of lost property!  
 

 

 



 

 

After school provision 

We appreciate how difficult it can be for working parents to co-ordinate their working hours with school hours. Whilst we 
offer a good range of after school clubs these generally finish by 4.30pm and parents need childcare beyond this time. We 

work with a number of excellent child minders who collect pupils from school but we are aware that these facilities are at 
their clubhouse in Ruskington where parents can then collect them from up to 6pm in the evening. As this is a facility 

provided by First Steps they are the point of contact for parents to make arrangements.  
 

Breakfast club  

Mrs Hilton continues to run our breakfast club from 7.45am onwards. The club only operates on days when the school has 
received prior notice. If you know you would like to use this facility on a given day please contact the school office on the 

day before by noon so that Mrs Hilton can be informed. Similarly please let her know if you do not require a place 
that you previously booked. If parents simply want childcare the cost will be £2.50 for the hour but breakfast can be 

provided for an extra 50p and this would include a choice of cereal/toast with juice, milk or other drinks.  
 

Can collecting – still going!! 

Thank you to everyone who has brought in their old cans to support our recycling project. 
Local hospitals have no dedicated helicopter landing site but have to use the nearest 

available sports pitch or public park in emergencies. The Rotary club of Sleaford are 
supporting a campaign that uses aluminium cans which are melted down and processed 

into different shapes to form a ground-level helipad. Aluminium, when bolted together, is 
very strong and does not require maintenance. There is no government aid available for 

the UK’s air ambulances and therefore Rotary are hoping that Winchelsea will support 

them in collecting cans – it is estimated that a million cans are needed for a single 
helipad! All you need to do is carefully remove the ring pulls from the cans, then 

rinse, drain and squash them as much as possible and place them in the new 
large red collection container on the St.George’s site. Let’s continue to help this worthwhile cause and recycle our 

cans responsibly! 

 
Fundraising opportunities 

The school has many ways of supporting our school funds which help us to provide new equipment or extra learning 
experiences to develop the children’s learning opportunities. As well as special events organised by FOWS such as the 

Christmas raffle and cake stalls there are other ways that you can help to support us throughout the year. May I remind you 

about the recycling collection bank on the school field for textiles and shoes. Every collection makes the school 
approximately £60 for which we are very grateful.  
 

Dates to the end of this term  

December 1st: Methodist Service 11am (choir attending) 

December 8th: Village Hall Christmas Fayre 11am -4pm (choir attending) 

December 10th: Diamond Xmas play 9.30am KS1 Xmas play 1.30pm      

December 11th: Diamond Xmas play 9.30am   KS1 Xmas play 1.30pm  

December 12th: Twickenham Rugby Trip 

December 13th: KS2 Xmas play 1.30pm and 6pm 

December 16th: KS2 Xmas play 6pm 

December 17th: Pantomime – Newark (Sleeping Beauty) 

December 18th: Xmas dinner 

December 19th: Term ends (Please note this is a Thursday)  

Future term dates  

January 6th: Term starts  

February 14th (Please note that Friday 14th is a school closure day) – 21st: Half term  

April 2nd: Term ends (Please note this is a Thursday) 

April 20th: Term starts  

May 25th – 29th: Half term  

July 21st: Term ends  
 

School website and Twitter  

Our school website is designed not only to promote the school in the wider community and give information to parents who 

are selecting a school for their children, but also to provide information for you. All newsletters sent out from school are 
published on our website as well as many other subsidiary letters – great if you find that your child’s school bag is not 

always reliable! You will also find photographs and information about what has been happening in your child’s class, details 

of school documentation and policies and other news from clubs or events. You can find us at: 

www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk I am also regularly tweeting! I can be followed at @Winchelsea1.  
 

Once again, I hope the information in this newsletter has been helpful.    

Miss Helen Duckett      
Head Teacher     

http://www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk/

