
 

 

 

 

 

        

 
All Individuals Matter             

November Newsletter 
Staffing updates 

I have the sad news that Mrs Wallis has decided after seven years at Winchelsea that she would like to take some time out 
to spend time with her family. I am sure you will join me in wishing her all the best and thanking her for all of her hard work 

over the years.  When job vacancies become available in school there is always a clear process that school follows in 

advertising, gathering applications and references, shortlisting and interviewing and this is a lengthy and rather time-
consuming process. The governors and I are always determined to find the very best person for the job and interviews are 

planned to take place at the end of November. Mrs Wallis will be leaving at Christmas and I will keep you informed when an 
appointment has been made who will take Opal class from January until the end of the academic year.   
 

Harvest festivals 

Thank you to everyone who kindly donated produce for our harvest boxes. We were able to send out a number of boxes to 

members of the local community nominated by parents. Some of these helped residents who have been affected by the 
terrible flooding caused by the excessive rainfall last month. We hope you enjoyed our Harvest Celebrations at the South 

Lincs Church last term as well as the choir’s involvement in the Methodist Church service. It was lovely to see so many family 
and friends at these occasions.  
 

Children in Need  

On Friday November 15th it is Children in Need Day. As is the tradition at Winchelsea, the staff 

and children will be invited to wear their pyjamas for the day and have breakfast together and 
to take part we ask for a donation of £1. There will also be a chance for children to have their 

face painted on the day. Our Friends of Winchelsea (F.O.W.S) will be organising the event. 
There will be a raffle for Pudsey merchandise by the school council and tickets will be on sale 

in school in the days leading up to the event. If you have any spare copper coins or change we 
will be attempting to cover our large Pudsey boards throughout the day 

too.  
 

Poppies for Remembrance 

As usual, Winchelsea will be commemorating Remembrance Day and poppies will be available in school 
for children to wear. Children simply need to bring in a donation for the collection which goes directly to 

the Royal British Legion to support soldiers and their families. Poppies and other merchandise will be 
sold in school by Year 6 pupils every day in the days leading up to November 11th.  

 

Sports News!! 
Sport at Winchelsea continues to go from strength to strength and we continue to provide 

opportunities and experiences for children to encounter a range of different sports – some of them 
quite unusual. This term we have already sent teams out to take part in tchoukball, volleyball, football, 

netball and handball. We ensure that all children get a chance throughout the school year to take part 

in at least one inter-school event and it is this commitment that has helped to secure our Goldmark 
Award in Sports provision for a fourth time. Our children have tried their hardest in all the sports 

fixtures they have attended and I am proud of their excellent team spirt and sporting values. 
 

 
Aldi 

We have finally managed to get our sticker collection poster! If you shop at Aldi and spend £30 

or more you will receive a sticker of a sports personality. Please send them into school and we 
will add them to our poster. Once we have filled our poster we can claim a bag of fantastic 

sports equipment and also enter a prize draw to win a cash prize.  
 

School access 
You may already be aware of the planned road improvements that have started in Ruskington. 

We were informed that work being carried out to Sleaford Road would start during half term. 

This will affect access to our school site. Parents will not be able to enter the gates by car 
between 9am and 3pm. Drop off and pick up will obviously be possible but we expect traffic to 

be congested and therefore I am hoping as many parents as possible will find alternative 
methods. This disruption may possibly last into December so please be prepared to make 

alternative arrangements.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

Lunettes glasses collection 

Once again we are supporting the local opticians, Lunettes, in their collection of old glasses 
that can be recycled to help Vision Aid overseas. We have done this for a number of years 

now and all we ask is that you send in any old pairs of glasses from anyone in your family 
or friends. There is a collection box in our main entrance that the children can pop them 

into to support this excellent worldwide charity appeal.  

 
Breakfast Club 

Mrs Hilton runs our breakfast club from 7.45am onwards. The club only operates on days when the school has received prior 
notice. If you know you would like to use this facility on a given day please contact the school office on the day before by 

noon so that Mrs Hilton can be informed. Similarly please let her know if you do not require a place that you 
previously booked. If parents simply want childcare the cost will be £2.50 for the hour but breakfast can be provided for 

an extra 50p and this would include a choice of cereal/toast with juice, milk or other drinks.  
 

Can collecting – still going!! 

Thank you to everyone who has brought in their old cans to support our recycling project. 
To remind you or for new parents …..Local hospitals have no dedicated helicopter landing 

site but have to use the nearest available sports pitch or public park in emergencies. The 
Rotary club of Sleaford are supporting a campaign that uses aluminium cans which are 

melted down and processed into different shapes to form a ground-level helipad. 

Aluminium, when bolted together, is very strong and does not require maintenance. There 
is no government aid available for the UK’s air ambulances and therefore Rotary are 

hoping that Winchelsea will support them in collecting cans – it is estimated that a million 
cans are needed for a single helipad! All you need to do is carefully remove the ring 

pulls from the cans, then rinse, drain and squash them as much as possible and 

bring them into school where we have a collection bin or place them in the new large red collection container 
on the St.George’s site. Let’s continue to help this worthwhile cause and recycle our cans responsibly! 

 
Fundraising opportunities 

The school has many ways of supporting our school funds which help us to provide new equipment or extra learning 
experiences to develop the children’s learning opportunities. As well as special events organised by FOWS such as the 

Christmas raffle and cake stalls there are other ways that you can help to support us throughout the year. May I remind you 

about the recycling collection bank on the school field for textiles and shoes. Every collection makes the school 
approximately £60 for which we are very grateful.  

 
Dates to the end of this term  

November 15th: Children in Need Day 

November 25th – 29th: Assessment Week  

December 1st: Methodist Service 11am (choir attending) 

December 10th: Diamond Xmas play 9.30am KS1 Xmas play 1.30pm      

December 11th: Diamond Xmas play 9.30am   KS1 Xmas play 1.30pm  

December 13th: KS2 Xmas play 1.30pm and 6pm 

December 13th: Reports issued  

December 16th: KS2 Xmas play 6pm 

December 17th: Pantomime – Newark (Sleeping Beauty) 

December 19th: Term ends (Please note this is a Thursday)  

Future term dates  

January 6th: Term starts  

February 14th (Please note that Friday 14th is a school closure day) – 21st: Half term  

April 2nd: Term ends (Please note this is a Thursday) 

April 20th: Term starts  

May 25th – 29th: Half term  

July 21st: Term ends  
 

School website and Twitter  

Our school website is designed not only to promote the school in the wider community and give information to parents who 

are selecting a school for their children, but also to provide information for you. All newsletters sent out from school are 
published on our website as well as many other subsidiary letters – great if you find that your child’s school bag is not 

always reliable! You will also find photographs and information about what has been happening in your child’s class, details 
of school documentation and policies and other news from clubs or events. 

You can find us at: www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk I am also regularly tweeting! I can be followed at @Winchelsea1.  
Once again, I hope the information in this newsletter has been helpful.    

Miss Helen Duckett      
Head Teacher     

http://www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk/

