
 

Diamond Class Spring Term Newsletter 

Welcome to 2020 in Diamond Class.  I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break and saw the New Year in in 

style. It’s lovely to have the children back, full of enthusiasm and chatter about their Christmas holidays and 

adventures. We were extremely proud of the children at the end of term, there was no doubt in my mind that 

they would put on a great performance of “It’s a Nativity”, confidence had grown so much as the term 

progressed and we really hope you all enjoyed it. We were also extremely proud of the way in which the 

children behaved on our visit to the pantomime and The Chestnuts nursing home, a class to be proud of!! 

 We are now busy settling into the new term, recapping rules and routines of the classroom, and considering 

some of the events ahead that we have to look forward to. It’s good to be back to Diamond Class, the children 

have been keen to settle back to work and have remembered all the little things we aim to do to be “sparkly 

gems”. We are looking forward to lots of outdoor play in the hopefully milder weather, keeping the germs at bay 

and establishing zones for our outdoor area now that the new flooring is in place and the heavy rains have 

passed (we hope!!). 

 

Now then, what can I tell you about the learning that will be taking place this term? Well honestly I’m not 

entirely sure!  We will start off reflecting on our holidays and the excitement of Christmas, our new toys and 

the special times we spent with friends and families. We will consider all the things we have to be grateful for 

and the things we want to take care of in the year ahead, including each other! Children chose to look at 

dinosaurs and animals in danger of extinction last term. This came from a sparkly visit to “Dinoland” and the 

discussions and imaginative play that this led to. This term we will be continuing to follow the children’s own 

interests, we will be exploring Space, the names of the planets and as we journey into the unknown we will be 

also looking at modes of transport. (If the pantomime visit is anything to go by we will just talk about the 

excitement of a coach trip!!!). 

 

If you wish to collect any items from places that you visit with your children then please feel free to send them 

into school to add to our discussions, for example pebbles, shells, pictures, tickets, postcards, anything goes 

really (please name if it is something you would like returned!).  



If on the other hand you would like to make a model, paint a picture, create a collage or bake something yummy 

that may enhance our Space and Travel interest further then feel free!!! We love to see the things that the 

children make with you at home, if it’s something you can’t send in, for example because it has been eaten or is 

too big, a photo would be great! 

                           

In the second part of the term we will be looking at …………………….. I’ll keep you posted as to what the children 

decide when they have decided!!!!  

 

A few reminders or requests about some of the daily routines in Diamond Class: 

 Please make sure ALL items are named and checked regularly, especially pumps. ALL children need a warm 

coat. ALL children need pumps for indoor play and PE sessions. If your children come to school on a bike or 

scooter, helmets should be warn for safety. We will happily store these for your children. 

 Book bags should be in school every day as they are used to send home reading books, story books, pictures 

and correspondence. Some of our keen little learners continue to ask for “homework” and you will find some 

little extras in book bags on occasions. Following Reception half term reports or parents evenings these may 

specifically be linked to their individual targets, or additions to classroom learning and topic work. Reading 

books will continue to be changed on request and a “story sharing” library will take place on a Friday 

afternoon with these books being exchanged weekly. Reception pink books will be looked at on a Wednesday 

and Thursday. Thank you for the valuable support you provide your children at home, it really makes a 

difference to progress! 

 The doors to the classroom are open from 8.45 a.m. for the morning session. Reception children should now 

be entering with less support, independently if possible. (We know they can do it as they are very 

independent during the day ) Late arrivals will need to go to the main school office to gain entry as doors 

and gates will be locked for the safety of your children. 

 At the end of the school day (3.20 p.m.) please ensure that children are collected and remain in your care, 

not on the field, gravelled area or near the school building where lessons continue. It would also be 

appreciated if younger siblings could remain in your care so as not to cause confusion as we safely handover 

the children. 

 PE kits will be required this term and we have a session for Reception children on a Monday afternoon that 

takes place with a member of staff allocated to us through our partnership work with Carre’s Grammar 

School (Shannon) and is a fun experience for the children. (Blue shorts, Winchelsea/ white t- shirt, class 

pumps please). We are also taking advantage of a partnership with Lincoln Judo Academy and will be having 

sessions with Barry on a Thursday afternoon, very age appropriate and previous children have loved it so don’t 

worry!!!! 

Please remember that if you need to speak to me about anything then please do not hesitate to contact me 

by phone or come and see me. The end of the day is usually best, once the children have been released to 

their parents. There are occasions where I have meetings or clubs but I will always do my best to see you 

as soon as possible. If I am heading your way at the end of the day don’t panic! It will only be a little 

something that has happened through the day for you to know, sometimes quite entertaining!  

I hope that this information has been useful to you. The children have made a fantastic start to the New 

Year, new term and new learning and I can’t wait to see their characters and skills develop. Watch these 

Diamonds sparkle!!!       Happy 2020 to you all!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Don’t forget you can follow us on Twitter!   @ali_winchelsea 

                                                                             Alison Stewart 


