
 

 

Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, I am Miss 

Marshall and I am delighted that I will be teaching Opal Class for the remainder 

of the school year. A little bit about me; I graduated from the University of 

Sheffield with a First Class Honours degree in Education, Culture and Childhood 

Studies in 2018. I then completed my PGCE at Bishop Grosseteste University, 

qualifying as a primary school teacher in July 2019. I am thrilled to be working 

with Opal Class and working alongside you and your children for what 

promises to be a joyful and successful two terms. I work on an open door 

policy, so feel free to catch me at either the beginning or end of the day if there 

is anything you wish to discuss. 

 

 

In the first half of the term our topic is ‘Into The 

Woods’, where we will be exploring traditional tales 

that focus on mythical and magical creatures that live 

in the deep, dark woods. The children will learn about 

famous tales and their authors, write their own stories 

and paint their own backgrounds using ICT based art. 

 

 

After half term our topic will be ‘Jungle Jamboree’, where 

we will be learning about jungle animals, specifically 

those that live in the Amazon Rainforest. They will be  

researching Fairtrade food and how the Rainforest Alliance 

is working to protect the rainforest and the animals that  

live inside it.  

 

I would like to remind you about the routines for children entering the Year 1 

classroom in the morning. The children should enter the school through the door 

to the Year 1 Cloakroom. We encourage every opportunity to promote independence 

amongst the children so please try to say your goodbyes on the playground and 

allow the children to enter school by themselves. Registration takes place at 

8:55am and the door will be closed as soon as the children are taken into 

assembly. If you arrive later than 8:55am please take your children to the main 

entrance so that we can record them as having arrived safely at school.  

Into The Woods! 

Jungle Jamboree! 

Early Morning Routines 



P.E. takes place on a Wednesday and a Friday 

and our focus this term is throwing and 

catching. For the first half of the term we will be 

doing P.E. indoors therefore the children need the 

correct footwear (either clean trainers or pumps). 

After half term we will be doing more outdoor 

based activities therefore the children will need 

outdoor trainers. 

 

I am pleased to introduce you to Ralph, our new  

class mascot! He loves to go on adventures and  

will be going home with one child each week. He comes  

with his own backpack and adventure book therefore it 

would be great if you could help your child write/draw  

about the adventures they went on with Ralph so your  

child can share with the rest of Opal class what they  

got up to. We look forward to hearing about all the  

fun adventures your children and Ralph go on! 

 

 

This term we will continue to operate the book changing system on a once a week 

basis in order for the children to further develop their reading comprehension 

skills. We ask that you continue to read with your child as many times per week 

as is possible please; re-reading books will give your child the opportunity to 

develop fluency skills. We still encourage you to not just read school books, but 

to share lots of different texts with your children. We are continuing with the 

spelling walls so once the children have learned all of the words on the wall, 

and can spell them independently, we will move them on to the next word wall. 

Each half term your child will be given a homework topic web, full of different 

ideas to support their classroom learning. There is no requirement for the children 

to complete all of these activities but it would be fantastic if they could as we 

love seeing a range of beyond the classroom learning.  

 

All in all it should be a very exciting term which I hope the children are looking 

forward to telling you all about. We will be sharing our good work with you on 

Twitter, therefore we would love you to follow us on Miss Marshall 

@WinchelseaYear1.  

    Thank you, Miss Marshall and Mrs Riley 

Physical Education 

Ralph’s Adventures! 

Homework, Reading Books and Spellings 


