
 
 

 

 

 
28 April 2020 
 
Dear Headteacher 
 
Forthcoming calendared events for Year 5 and 6 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and managing during these unprecedented times. I thought I 
would take the opportunity to write to you and update you on some thoughts we have had 
around events that usually take place in term 6. Obviously, at this stage we are still very 
much working with the unknown, but some of these events take considerable planning, even 
when there are no considerations for sustained social distancing. 
 
Specifically, I am writing with reference to: Year 5 Taster Days (June), Year 5 Open Days 
(July) and Year 6 Induction. 
 
Year 5 Taster Days and Year 5 Open Days 
We feel it would be unwise to aim to run the Year 5 Taster Days and Open Days in their 
traditional format this year for a number of reasons. Even if we are ‘open’ in term 6, the task 
of settling students back into ways of working, identifying gaps in learning and amending 
schemes of work accordingly will place a considerable additional burden on teachers in both 
primary and secondary phases. We therefore feel it that it would not be appropriate to host 
Year 5 Taster Days or Open Days and we anticipate that you would not really want the 
disruption to Year 5 learning that a visit to a secondary school would cause. That, combined 
with the possibility that we may still have to be observing some form of social distancing, 
means that whilst these face to face events are desirable, they are not essential, and ought 
to be cancelled in their usual format this year. I very much hope you support our stance in 
this regard. We are currently considering how we can offer a virtual Open Day event and 
would appreciate your support in sharing information we will provide with your Year 5 
parents nearer the time. 
 
Year 6 Induction Evening and Year 6 Induction Day 
Whilst Year 6 Induction Day and Evening present many of the same logistical challenges for 
us as Year 5 Taster Days, we feel that these events are more essential, especially given the 
very difficult situation in which Year 6 pupils find themselves. That said, it may not be 
physically possible to run the events as in previous years and we may need to be creative in 
finding solutions. I just wanted to reassure you at this stage that it is very much our intention 
to support Year 6 in their transition to Year 7 by having some form of induction and 
supportive communication with parents. This may end up being more of a virtual experience, 
or phased over an extended period of time. We will write again once we have more idea of 
what may be possible. 
 
Please accept our best wishes for your good health. 
 
Yours faithfully 

      
N M LAW      
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Executive Headteacher   Head of School 
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