Welcome Parents/Carers of
……………………..…………………..

to Reception at

All Individuals Matter

Winchelsea Primary School
4a Sleaford Road, Ruskington, Lincolnshire NG34 9BY
Phone: 01526 832060
Website: www.winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk
Head Teacher: Miss Helen Duckett
Email: helen.duckett@winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk
Miss Stewart Twitter: Alison Stewart@ali_winchelsea

SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAYS 2020/21
Term 1
Thursday 3rd September 2020 to Thursday 22nd October 2020

Term 2
Monday 2nd November 2020 to Thursday 17th December 2020
Bank Holidays
Friday 25th and Monday 28th December 2020 and Friday 1st January 2021.

Term 3
Monday 4th January 2021 to Friday 12th February 2021

Term 4
Monday 22nd February 2021 to Wednesday 31st March 2021
Bank Holidays
Friday 2nd April and Monday 5th April 2021.

Term 5
Monday 19th April 2021 to Friday 28th May 20210020dr555
Bank Holidays
Monday 3rd and Monday 31st May 2021.

Term 6
Monday 7th June 2021 to Tuesday 21st July 2021

THE SCHOOL DAY

School Gates Open: 8.45am
Register

8:55am

Morning break

10.30-10.45am

Lunchtime

12.00-1.00pm

Afternoon break

2.15-2.30pm

(Break times in Diamond are flexible to the learning and activity taking place)

Morning Nursery dismissed

12.00 pm

Reception and Afternoon Nursery dismissed

3.20 pm

Uniform
We have a school uniform and would like all children to wear it. Our
recommended outfitters are SJB Uniforms who are based in Sleaford or
Uniform Direct in Lincoln and online.
UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS
DAILY UNIFORM:
Royal blue or white polo shirt
Blue gingham blouse
Royal blue sweatshirt/fleece/cardigan
Grey trousers/shorts/socks (boys)
Blue gingham dress (girls)
Grey skirt/pinafore dress (approximately knee length)/trousers (girls)
White/grey socks; grey tights (girls)
Sensible footwear (e.g. no trainers, flip-flops, high heels, fashion shoes)
PE KIT:
Royal blue or white T- shirt
Royal blue shorts
Plimsolls (inside use and PE)
Please ensure that all clothing is clearly marked with your child’s name.
Bookbags are needed for all children. These can be purchased from
suppliers and also the school office.
All children need a bag to hold a PE kit, drawstring bags are most suitable
for space on pegs. PE is a national curriculum subject and therefore it is vital
that children have appropriate PE kit to enable them to participate safely.

Attendance
It is essential we are informed as soon as possible of the reason for any
absence as we have to record this on the register. Notification can be made
by telephone and chose the attendance option. Should your child be absent
without a communication from home, a member of staff will phone your
given contact numbers in order to ascertain your child’s whereabouts. This is
in the best interests of your child’s safety.
Applications for leave of absence should be made in writing to the Head
Teacher. Permission will only be given in exceptional circumstances.
Attendance at school is vital and parents are advised that school will notify
them if their child’s attendance falls below 90%. This can lead to the
involvement of the Educational Welfare Officer.
SEVERE WINTRY WEATHER
Occasionally, heavy overnight snow or other conditions may prevent staff or
children from reaching school. In these circumstances a closure message will
be broadcast on Lincs FM 102.2 and displayed on their website provided that
telephone communication is possible. In addition a notice will be placed on
the school website and gates advising parents that school is closed.
School dinners
Hot meals are provided by The Farm Kitchen, from Ewerby, for any of our
children who prefer them to a packed lunch. The government provides free
hot meals for all children in Key Stage 1. Meals are ordered online and need
to be selected in advance. If you do not wish to receive hot meals please
opt out. Logins and passwords will be provided.

Inside the Classroom

Outside the Classroom

Curriculum
Here at Winchelsea we are pleased to be
able to offer a dedicated Early Years Unit
that is fully equipped to deliver the Early
Years Curriculum. We recognise that this
stage is critical in children’s development
and that children progress rapidly during
this time. The Early Years curriculum at
Winchelsea is inspired by the children’s
own interests and lines of enquiry. We
use an integrated day where well planned
play is central.
Children are encouraged to take an active role in their own learning,
considering what they already know and what they would like to find out.
Staff look for “teachable moments”, the times when children are deeply
involved in an activity of their choosing and how they can respond to
these moments to move learning on or introduce a new skill. “Ten
minutes of teaching at the right time is worth ten hours of teaching when
children aren’t interested.” Children are encouraged to develop key skills
such as speaking, listening and cooperating with others. High quality
activities take place which take into account the children’s needs and
previous experiences, ensuring they are able to progress to the best of
their ability.
The environment supports children to
be fully engaged in purposeful play of
their own choice and interest. As with
the outdoor area the indoor area allows
for learning in all areas of development.
In all areas resources are available and
accessible to the children at all times.

Useful reminders for starting school
What does my child need to bring to school?
Book bags are essential for sending home correspondence, reading
books, colourings, etc.
Children need a pair of named plimsolls for use in the classroom and
on bikes and scooters. (Please check them regularly as they can wear
at the toes and Velcro can stop sticking. Names written in pen also
need checking as they fade quickly with busy feet.)
Please provide a bag of spare clothes that can be left on their peg in
case of accidents.

What do you need to do?
It is essential to name ALL items of clothing and footwear. Please
make sure this is written in the same way as the children will be
learning to recognise and write their name e.g. “Robert”, not ROBERT,
not by surname or initials. The children often do not recognise their
name in this way. It is also essential to check names remain visible
after washing.
Please do not allow children to wear jewellery to school as it may
cause injury (or upset) if broken.
We recommend that long hair is tied up.

Food and drink?
Water bottles are needed for use in the classroom. This should be
separate to their lunch time drink if they are bringing a pack up, and
allows constant access to water (not squash please as we promote
healthy teeth) during the day.
Milk and fruit will be provided daily at snack times. When your child
turns 5 unfortunately free milk provision ends however you can order
it for your child from Cool Milk via the school office if you wish.
Reception children parents will receive details of how to access the
online menus for school lunches (no cost). Please be aware that
unless you cancel your child’s meal they will be given a hot lunch.
They do not have to have a hot meal every day, you can pick and
choose according to the menu available and their likes and dislikes.
We will let you know if your child is not eating their lunch so feel free
to try it and see how they go if you are unsure! Independent use of a
knife and fork has been one of the tricky parts of lunch times in the
past so it would be a great help to prepare your child as much as
possible in this area.

Toileting
I am happy to assist children with their toileting needs. Full time at
school can mean going for a number two during the day. They can be
uncertain what to do at that point where they would shout “Mum/
Dad, I’m finished!!!” If they ask for help I can check that they are clean
and comfortable, and wipes are available. Children will be reminded
in school we are “happy to help” and feel free to reinforce this at
home. If you have any concerns re toileting please let me know.
If your child comes home in any of our spare clothing please wash it
and return as soon as possible, supplies are limited.

Nursery extended provision
If you are interested in lunch club or extended sessions please speak
to the school office.
Any queries regarding Nursery provision, 15 hours, 30 hours or
stretched funding then the office will be happy to support you.
Updates to funding codes must meet deadlines to ensure provision is
not disrupted.

Things to do before your child starts school
Have conversations with your child as often as possible.
This may seem obvious but it is the most valuable thing you can do.
Read to your child every day if possible.
Look through this booklet with your child.
Enjoy sharing stories, songs and rhymes with your child,
both in English and your home language.
Make good use of outings with your child e.g. parks, shops, libraries,
swimming pools etc. Talk about their interests and things they
enjoy.
Encourage your child to look for numbers and words in
their local environment e.g. door numbers, bus numbers,
shop names and food labels.
If you would like to bring in any creative models, paintings
or drawings, we would be happy to display them in the
classroom to celebrate your child’s achievements.
Encourage your child to be independent when putting on
their coats and shoes and when going to the toilet.
Other ideas include ….

Internet Resources
www.hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk – top tips for simple activities
www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ -Early reading skills – segmenting and blending
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8 – How to say the Jolly Phonics
sounds
www.Vimeo.com/10621366 - Jolly Phonics songs
www.ictgames.com – Range of early numeracy and literacy games
www.booktrust.org.uk – Sharing books with your child
www.bbc.co.uk – Early years games

