
EARLY YEARS MEETING 

FOR PARENTS 2020



DIAMOND STAFF

Miss Alison Stewart Deputy Head and Diamond Class Teacher

Mrs Rebecca Doran Diamond Class Teacher

Mrs Julie Hilton HLTA

Mrs Daisy Wright Teaching Assistant

Mrs Fern Phillips Teaching Assistant (currently on maternity leave)

Mrs Mandi Lewis Teaching Assistant 1:1 Support

Mrs Kerry Harrison Teaching Assistant 1:1 Support 



What we are hoping to do…

Aims of this presentation

Our School Aims

Learn more about the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

Find out how you can help to get your child ready for school

What your child will need

For support or reassurance how do you contact us



At Winchelsea, everything we do, everything we say, everything we are 

about is ultimately for the benefit of the learners in our school 

community. We strongly believe that we are all…. 

Worthwhile ~ doing worthwhile work, knowing we make the world a 

better place 

In control of achieving the goals ~ taking charge of our responsibilities 

Celebrating ~ cheering each other on and celebrating the process of 

moving towards the goals.

We start this learning journey in Early Years 

where our main aim is to work hard, play 

hard!!



Winchelsea strives to:

• Become highly motivated life-long learners with strong self-esteem 

• Develop enquiring minds full of curiosity 

• Develop decision-making, problem-solving and verbal skills

• Be independent and collaborative 

• Give support, challenge and encouragement 

• Provide high quality provision for all our learners 

• Be healthy and stay safe; remain healthy and safe 

• Make a positive contribution to our communities 

• Demonstrate high standards of behaviour; honesty, integrity, good 

judgement, tolerance and respect for others 

• Take a pride in our school and ourselves 



THE SCHOOL DAY

School Opens: 8.45am

Assembly 8:55am 

Lunchtime 12.00-1.00pm

Afternoon break 2.15-2.30pm

(break times in Diamond are flexible to the learning and activity taking 

place)

Morning Nursery dismissed 12.00 pm

Reception and Afternoon Nursery dismissed 3.20 pm

Please ensure your child does not arrive before this time as no-one is 

on duty in the playground.



The Foundation Stage Curriculum

Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to 

fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences 

between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe 

and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early 

learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities 

and talents as they grow up.

Characteristics of Effective Learning

Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 

and enjoy achievements 

Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links 

between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.



Areas of learning….

Three prime areas:

Communication and language

Physical development

Personal, social and emotional development

Four specific areas:

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the world

Expressive Arts and 

design



Communication and language 

Listening and attention: children listen attentively in a range of 

situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and 

respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. 

They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, 

while engaged in another activity. 

Understanding: children follow instructions involving several ideas or 

actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences 

and in response to stories or events.

Speaking: children express themselves effectively, showing awareness 

of listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately 

when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the 

future. They develop their own narratives and explanations by 

connecting ideas or events.



Physical development 

Moving and handling: children show good control and co-ordination in 

large and small movements. They move confidently in a range of ways, 

safely negotiating space. They handle equipment and tools effectively, 

including pencils for writing. 

Health and self-care: children know the importance for good health of 

physical exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy 

and safe. They manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs 

successfully, including dressing and going to the toilet independently. 



Personal, social and emotional development 

Self-confidence and self-awareness: children are confident to try new activities, 

and say why they like some activities more than others. They are confident to speak 

in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they 

need for their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help. 

Managing feelings and behaviour: children talk about how they and others show 

feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, and 

know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, 

and understand and follow the rules. They adjust their behaviour to different 

situations, and take changes of routine in their stride. 

Making relationships: children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They 

take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They show 

sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults 

and other children.



LITERACY 
Reading: children read and understand simple sentences. They use 

phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 

accurately. They also read some common irregular words. They 

demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what 

they have read. 

Writing: children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways 

which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular 

common words. They write simple sentences which can be read by 

themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are 

phonetically plausible.



MATHEMATICS
Numbers: children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in 

order and say which number is one more or one less than a given number. 

Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers 

and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including 

doubling, halving and sharing. 

Shape, space and measures: children use everyday language to talk about 

size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare 

quantities and objects and to solve problems. They recognise, create and 

describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes 

and use mathematical language to describe them.



Understanding the World 

People and communities: children talk about past and present events in their 

own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children 

don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about 

similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 

communities and traditions. 

The world: children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 

objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own 

immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things 

occur, and talk about changes.

Technology: children recognise that a range of technology is used in places 

such as homes and schools. They select and use technology for particular 

purposes.



Expressive art and design

Exploring and using media and materials: children sing songs, make 

music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They 

safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 

Being imaginative: children use what they have learnt about media and 

materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They 

represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and 

technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories. 



What can you do to help your child’s learning when 

they begin school?

Sharing books regularly, talking about what they see

Reading books, sharing comments in their reading 

diary

Practise counting at anytime: climbing the stairs, 

shopping, looking at house numbers and car number 

plates etc

Play simple board games

Sing number rhymes and songs together

Share any resources that come home which may 

support learning for example sound and number work



Sharing and discussing books

Make reading a special time in a quiet space

Reading yourselves is a great model

Point out labels, signs and adverts when out and 

about

Read a range of texts

Read to puppets

Visit the library or book shops

Sing songs nursery rhymes and poems with your 

child

Children who make reading part of their daily routine are 

well supported for their phonics which aids writing all 

subject areas.



Getting ready for school

Put on and take off their coats and shoes

Do up buttons, zips and shoes

Dress themselves

Go to the toilet, clean themselves, wash and dry 

hands

Use cutlery and be able to cut larger items

Open a lunchbox and snack pot

Be responsible for own belongings

We are always here to help as these skills develop, and 

will support in a way that encourages and promotes 

independence.



This is the way to our class This is where we hang 

our coats and bags

This is where we put 

our lunch boxes
This is where we wash 

our hands

This is my classroom 



What your child will need

A waterproof coat

Plimsolls to be used inside the classroom setting

Spare clothing to be left on pegs in case of accidents

Book bag for reading books, diary and correspondence

A water bottle that can remain in school

PE kits left in school (though we will wait until children are 

settled before we start changing)

Milk is provided to all under 5’s by Cool Milk. After their 5
th

birthday provision can be arranged through the school office if 

you wish to continue.

The government provide free fruit for snack times 

Hat, sun cream / Hat, scarf and gloves (weather dependant)

PLEASE NAME EVERYTHING! In a way that your child will recognise 

their belongings 



Tapestry

We use Tapestry, an online learning journey to capture learning 

and for assessment. You can see photographs of your child’s 

learning and comment.

For setting up and all future communications please make sure 

I have your up to date email address (especially in the current 

circumstances where regular correspondence and updates may 

be necessary).



IF YOU REQUESTED A HOT MEAL ON YOUR CHILD’S ADMISSION FORM, THE FARM KITCHEN WILL HAVE EMAILED YOU WITH YOUR 
LOGIN DETAILS ON 03/07/2020.

THE FARM KITCHEN ORDERING WEBSITE WILL BE CLOSED AND TAKEN OFFLINE FOR UPDATING FROM 
WEDNESDAY 15TH JULY UNTIL FRIDAY 24TH JULY.

MENUS WILL BE LIVE AND READY FOR ORDERING FROM THE BEGINNING OF AUGUST.
THE ORDER DEADLINE FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF TERM IS TUESDAY 25TH AUGUST.

IF YOU HAVE ANY MEAL ORDERING OR LOGIN QUERIES DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAY PERIOD, YOU CAN CONTACT THE FARM 
KITCHEN DIRECTLY BY TELEPHONING 01529 460821 OR EMAILING ENQUIRIES@THEFARMKITCHEN.COM

YOUR CHILD WILL AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE THE STANDARD OPTION UNLESS YOU LOGIN TO SELECT THE ALTERNATIVE OPTION.

School Meals

mailto:enquiries@thefarmkitchen.com


Useful websites

www.hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk – top tips for simple activities 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ -Early reading skills – segmenting and blending

www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8 – How to say the Jolly Phonics sounds

www.Vimeo.com/10621366 - Jolly Phonics songs

www.ictgames.com – Range of early numeracy and literacy games

www.booktrust.org.uk – Sharing books with your child

www.bbc.co.uk – Early years games

http://www.hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8
http://www.vimeo.com/10621366
http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/


Please remember you can contact us and if you are not sure 

please ask!

You can contact us at:

enquiries@winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk

alison.stewart@winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk

Phone : 01526 832060

Thank you for taking the time to watch. 

I am so sorry this is not the personal way that we at Winchelsea 

like to do things but I am sure it won’t be long before you and 

your child feel part of the school and especially Diamond Class.

mailto:enquiries@winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk
mailto:alison.stewart@winchelsea.lincs.sch.uk

