
 

Diamond Class Summer Term Newsletter 

Welcome to the Summer Term in Diamond Class and I hope you all had an enjoyable Easter break. It’s great to have the 

sparklies back; they all seem fit and raring to go (unless they are still fuelled by chocolate Easter Eggs and goodies!). What 

a year we have had! An Autumn Term in our bubble, safely getting to know one another and enjoying our school journey, even 

if the journey had diversions in place throughout!!! Spring Term arrived but wasn’t as planned, one day in and all change. 

Wherever that term took you well done to you all for keeping smiling! Your children have handled this peculiar world with 

the most amazing attitudes, where mental health and well- being is key, I have a group of children that confidently talk 

about what is going on around them, express their fears and worries and problem solve solutions together. They have made 

me very proud! 

Now we are busy settling into the new term, recapping rules and routines of the classroom, and particularly focussing on the 

use of our outdoor area. It’s good to have you back Diamond Class! I am looking forward to a term where we work hard and 

play hard, a term in which Nursery children prepare to be the Reception “experts” in September, and where Reception 

children further develop their independence and prepare for their transition to Year 1. School has been a very different 

place this year with “bubbles”, but as restrictions start to lift I will put plans in place to make sure that the children have 

been introduced to the layout of the main school building, their new classroom and their new teachers. A class swap will take 

place where Nursery children will meet the extra children joining us and the Reception children will spend time in their new 

class, getting to know the teacher, where the lockers are, the toilets, lunch box trolley and all general parts of their new 

routines. It is anticipated that the transition to year one will be as problem free as the start to their Reception year with 

the appropriate time spent preparing. This will of course be done “discreetly” so as to not cause unnecessary anxieties 

regarding “change” and moving up.  

I have asked the children if there are any particular areas of interest they would like to explore this term (the best 

learning comes from child led lines of enquiry). This started slowly but soon the ideas were flowing! They would like to find 

out more about Africa, Australia and animals (both wild and pets). In order to explore these ideas we will look at Habitats 

and Contrasting Areas. We will be comparing the weather, animals, homes and people in differing areas. We will be 

considering the desert, rainforest and Polar Regions and of course looking in particular at African and Australian animals 

and environments.   

 

While considering the location of Australia on a globe a Sparkly thought “that people in Australia will fall off as they are 

upside down!”. This led to a discussion of the Earth and so we will also spend some time looking at the planets and space. 

This could involve much rocket building of different sizes so if you are able to start a collection of tubes and boxes for use 

later in the term then we would be very grateful.  

Some children are keen to explore “Spring” and what they can see happening around us. We will use this enthusiasm to look 

after our classroom environment, planting lots of pretty flowers and making sure we carefully look after them. This we hope 

will encourage the minibeasts to visit and they will no doubt become part of our learning journey. 

 



 

Having missed out this year on getting out and about we are keen to go on some visits. We are hoping to fit in a Belton 

House picnic and hope to do this before the half term break; fingers crossed our changeable weather settles down and 

Summer arrives! This of course means Diamond children need to be on their best behaviour at home and school to earn their 

special treats. Details of these visits will follow in more detail as the world gets back on track and the “roadmap” 

progresses safely. Safety will be our priority but it would be so lovely to go on some adventures together. With this in mind 

putting away a few pounds a week, or encouraging your children to earn pennies by being helpers, will mean that you have had 

time to prepare if visit costs come in. 

 

A few reminders or requests about some of the daily routines in Diamond Class: 

• ALL items MUST be clearly named!!! 

As the summer weather arrives when sweatshirts or cardigans are removed in the classroom they are placed in 

book bags or on pegs. As you are aware the cloakroom space is limited and if items are knocked off pegs they can 

only be returned if they are named. I am aware some of the labels are black which makes it impossible to write on. 

The most effective way is to write with a permanent marker on the neck of the sweatshirt itself, writing with a 

capital letter to start and large lower case letters also helps as this is the way your child will recognise their name 

(They do not necessarily recognise initials, surnames or upper case). If by any chance your child returns with the 

incorrect sweatshirt please send it straight back and we will return it to the rightful owner. Many thanks. Sunhats 

should also be named, and if sunglasses are sent into school they are the children’s responsibility. 

• All children should have a named water bottle in the classroom, additional to their lunch drink, for access to water 

during the day.  

• Book bags should be in school every day as they are used to send home reading books, pictures and correspondence. 

Some Reception children have requested “homework” and occasionally you may find activities in their bags that will 

support their targets and learning. IT IS NOT COMPULSORY, you may well cringe at the thought of this after 

your home learning journey, but it can be a great support to your child in specific areas ☺ 

• PE kits should be worn on a Tuesday and Thursday until half term, and after half term on a Monday and Thursday. 

It does have to be said that these children are very keen runners so if you have spare pumps or trainers it would be 

great to leave a pair in school for additional opportunities.  

• Milk is provided for all children under 5. If your child is 5 you may order milk for them if you wish, or check to see 

if you are entitled to receive free provision (in either case please enquire via the school office) 

• Sun cream- there are now amazing sun creams available which can be administered in the morning and last all day. 

If however you have the other sun creams which need reapplying then on hot days we will reapply at lunch times. 

For this to happen your child should have a named bottle of sun cream sent to school which will be returned at the 

end of term (or when empty for replacing). Please ensure you apply sun cream at the start of the day. 

Please remember that if you need to speak to me about anything then do not hesitate to contact me by email and I will 

get back to you at the earliest opportunity. 

I hope that this information has been useful to you. We are full of enthusiasm for the Summer term and I know that 

along with the sunshine we are going to see our Diamonds sparkle!!! (I am in fact more confident about the children than 

the weather but am keeping fingers crossed!) 

Alison Stewart and the Diamond Team 


